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Galatians 5:1, 13-25 (Luke 9:51-62)
FOR FREEDOM, CHRIST HAS SET YOU FREE.

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

There are many different cultuaral “coming of age” traditions and ceremonies around the world
for when boys transition into young men and girls transition into young women. Australian
Aborigine boys go on walkabouts. Latin American girls have their quinceariera. (keen-sey-ah-
nyair-uh) And the Amish have Rumspringa. For us boring Americans, perhaps your coming of
age celebration was your sweet 16th birthday party or getting your driver’s license.

Once you had a driver’s license and keys to a car, you were no longer dependent on mom or dad
for transportation. You could make decisions about where you were going, when you were
going, and what time you came home. It was newfound fireedom. But this freedom came with
lots of choices and responsibilities. You likely received many warnings and lectures about your
fireedom — because you could make wise, mature, godly decisions or — you could abuse your
freedom and make poor ungodly decisions.

Every loves freedom. As a matter of fact, this Friday, the United States will celebrate it’s
fireedom on the Fourth of July. Our culture says: “You live in the land of the free, so don’t let
anyone tell you what to do. If it feels good — do it. You re the captain of your own ship. You only
live once so just do it.” But in our epistle text St. Paul warns us to:

“... not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh...” (Galatians 5:13)

By the Holy Spirit’s working through Paul’s proclamation of the Gospel, the Galatians had come
to the true faith in Christ. They were brought from the Law to the Gospel. But after Paul
continued on his missionary journey, false teachers came in among the Galatians. We call them
Judaizers. They were Christian Jews who tried to impose the Jewish way of life on gentile
Christians... saying that they must obey the Jewish customs and traditions.

When Paul got word of their deserting the true Gospel, he wrote them a letter, from which our
epistle text is from this morning. Rather than opening the letter with thanksgiving like he so
often did, he launched into a rebuked them for turning to a false gospel. The Christian saved by
the grace of God — not by the works of man. Salvation comes by the works of Christ alone. The
false teachers were enslaving God’s people under the Law, turning their faith to trust in their
own works instead of to Jesus. So Paul exhorts them to hold fast to fireedom in Christ, who by
His suffering and death had set them firree. Righteousness is given by grace alone for the sake of



Christ who fulfilled the Law on our behalf. And once having faith in Christ, Paul teaches that

works of love follow faith. In the first verse of our epistle reading this morning St. Paul says:
"I For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit
again to a yoke of slavery." (Galatians 5:1)

In the Bible, the word “fireedom” is not the American sense of independence and freedom to do
whatever you want. Biblical freedom is freedom from sin, freedom from the Law of Moses, and
fireedom from eternal death. (TDNT, é\evBepia, 496) Freedom for St. Paul is the opposite of
slavery. It means that you’re not a slave to yourself or a slave to your sin — but you’re a free and
willing servant of Christ Jesus, the One who served you by suffering and dying in your stead on
the cross. In verse 13 of our text, Paul goes on to say:

“For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.” (Galatians 5:13)

Paul is contrasting two different approaches to life in this world: living by the power of the Holy
Spirit; versus, living in the desires of the flesh. When Paul uses the word “flesh” here, he’s not
talking about the physical body — but the evil human desires and your inclination toward sin. The
flesh is totally self-centered. It cares nothing about others. Just look around the world. Look at
the politicians, professional athletes, and social media influencers who are self-centered. But it’s
not only those people out there. It’s us people in here. How do you really treat your neighbor?
How do you really treat your brothers and sisters in Christ?

There’re some people who say they’re Christian who are just as partisan as our politicians. They
might not say anything bad to someone’s face, but they waste no time gossiping about them
behind their back and posting it on social media. You and I betray and slander others, hold
grudges, and are contemptable toward each other. Paul cautions us in our text:

"I5 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not

consumed by one another.” (Galatians 5:15)
Christians can fight like cats and dogs fighting each other to the death. In the end, one is dead
and the other will bleed to death shortly thereafter.

The sinful flesh thinks that if you follow God’s Law... if you follow a list of do’s and don’ts,
that you’re living a righteous life. But when you try to overcome your sin by doing a better job of
keeping the Law — all you’ve done is become a slave to your sin. (cf: Galatians 4:8—-10; 5:3—4)

And what sins are those? In our text Paul says: “... the works of the flesh are evident...”
(Galatians 5:19) This word “evident” can also be translated as “to be readily known, visible,
clear, plainly to be seen.” (BDAG, 1047) But even though the works of the flesh should be
obvious to Paul’s audience, he goes on to list them in case someone isn’t paying attention. (cf:
Galatians 5:19-21) He starts with sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality... but it’s not only sins
against the Sixth Commandment, the next two are sins against the First and Second
Commandments, idolatry and sorcery. And then he follows them up with sins against our
neighbor: sins of enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy,
drunkenness, and orgies. And not only these sins that he names, but it’s also things like these
sins. Each and every one of them deserves eternal death.



Your sin and mine hurt others by leading them astray. Our sins destroy our lives in the present,
and lead us to eternal slavery... eternal damnation. Paul warns that:

“...those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” (Galatians

5:21; cf: 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10)

To our human reason the solution to all this might seem obvious. Perhaps try harder not to sin.
Try harder to be loving and joyful and to have peace and to be patient and to do everything else
that Paul lists among the fruits of the Spirit in verses 22 and 23. (cf: Galatians 5:22-23) Try
harder, and hope your effort is good enough. It makes sense to us. In one form or another, this is
what the religions of the world teach. It’s what the Galatian Christians were trying to do. So Paul
wrote this entire letter because he heard that they were working hard to fulfill the Law of Moses,
even to the point of embracing circumcision. But the problem is — they’re working their hardest
to get something that God had already given them... something that God has already given you.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, hear the Good News of Christ and Him crucified for you.

“For freedom Christ has set [you] free...” (Galatians 5:1)
You don’t have be a slave to your sin any longer. For freedom Christ has set you free. Repent
and believe the Gospel. (Mark 1:15) Repent and receive the forgiveness that Christ has won for
you by His perfect life, His bloody sacrificial death, and His glorious resurrection — for you. He
forgives you all your sins: your sins of the flesh, your sins against God, and your self-
centeredness, and your every other inclination toward sin.

For all who are in Christ Jesus, there is freedom. Every Independence Day, Memorial Day, and
Veteran’s Day, you’ll hear the United States axiom that “freedom is not free.” But unlike the
freedoms you have living in the United States, freedom in Christ is not something that cost an
unknown number of lives and must continue to be defended. But Christ alone has accomplished
your freedom — once for all time. (cf: Hebrews 7:27)

In our Gospel text, Jesus had set His face toward Jerusalem. (cf: Luke 9:51-62) When the
Samaritans rejected Him, the disciples wanted to destroy them with fire from heaven. But He had
an appointment with a greater rejection. In Jerusalem He would be rejected by the crowds, by
His disciples, and by His very own Father in Heaven.

Nothing was going to stop Him from doing the will of the Father to win freedom for you. The
Word became flesh and placed Himself under the slavery of the Law, obligating Himself to
keeping all of its perfect demands — and He perfectly kept them. (cf: Matthew 5:17) He was in
every respect tempted just as you and me — yet never sinned. (cf: Hebrews 4:15) But even though
He had no sin, for your sake, God made Him to be sin so that in Him you might become the
righteousness of God. (cf: 2 Corinthians 5:21) He took all your sin and humbled Himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:8) He suffered the
entire wrath of God that you deserved so that you might have life everlasting.

Now, Freedom in Christ and freedom from the Law doesn’t mean the Christian can act in any
manner he or she wishes. No. Freedom in Christ is characterized by complete self-sacrifice in
love and service to others. In Baptism you were adopted into God’s family and set free from the



yoke of slavery. At the font you received faith and the Holy Spirit, freeing you to walk by the
Spirit, bearing fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. (cf: Galatians 5:22-23) So go for it. You’re free! Just do it! Paul
says:

“... walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.”

(Galatians 5:16)

The gift of the Holy Spirit enables you to walk in the Spirit. And walking in the Spirit, you are
enabled to love God and bear fruits of the Spirit by loving and serving your neighbor just as God
in Christ Jesus serves and loves you... to give your first fruits tithes to the church and your
offerings to the poor... to listen to those whom you disagree with — and seek to understand their
position. It enables you to invite your next-door neighbor over for lunch and talk. To learn their
hurts and their sorrows — then pray with them. To share the redeeming love and freedom that’s
only found in Christ Jesus. In Him, there is life and love, peace and joy. This freedom allows you
to forget about petty things here among your brothers, sisters, and neighbors.

You’re not sharing these fruits because you have to the way a slave does what he is forced to do.
These are the fruits of the Spirit. The Christian believer cannot be separated the fruits because
they come from the Spirit. The Spirit is the source and guide of your spiritual life. Paul says:

“If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.” (Galatians 5:25)

The Spirit makes all of Christ Jesus’ completed work a present reality for the believer. Sharing
these fruits of the Spirit are only possible because Jesus has set you firee to do so. In Christ,
you’ve been set free. You’re are no longer under the Law but are led by the Spirit. A Spirit-led
life brings joy and peace in Christ and keeps you from the works of the flesh.

God has richly blessed us to live in a free country... a country where so many have fought and
died to win and protect our freedom. But some day, this human freedom will be taken away.
True freedom, biblical freedom is not free. Biblical freedom was purchased by the shed blood
and the innocent suffering and death of Christ Jesus on the cross at Mt. Calvary. You have His
promise:

“... if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” (John 8:36)

Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
Amen.



