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June 22, 2025 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church – Huber Heights, OH 
Pastor Joel Sutton 
 
Luke 8:26 – 39 (Isaiah 65:1–9; Galatians 3:27–4:7) 
 
THE POWERFUL WORD OF JESUS TRANSFORMS AND SAVES. 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Throughout His earthly ministry, the disciples witnessed the power of Jesus’ Word. In the verses 
just prior to our Gospel text today, Jesus and His disciples got into a boat to sail across the lake. 
(cf: Luke 8:22–25) As they sailed Jesus fell asleep. Suddenly a terrible windstorm came down on 
the lake, filling the boat with water. Believing that they were going to die, the disciples wake 
Jesus with their cries of panic. He immediately rebuked the wind and the waves – and the lake 
became calm. St. Luke records that: 

“[Jesus] said to them, “Where is your faith?’ And they were afraid, and they 
marveled, saying to one another, ‘Who then is this, that he commands even 
winds and water, and they obey him?’” (Luke 8:22–25)  

 
Well, these disciples are about to find out who this Jesus is. They sailed to the country of the 
Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. (cf: Luke 8:26) The Gerasenes was a region settled by 
pagan Gentiles. While it was the will of the heavenly Father to send His Son to seek and save the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel, He was also sent to save all nations as well. (cf: Matthew 15:24, 
18:10–14) As God spoke through His prophet Isaiah in our Old Testament reading: 

“I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; I was ready to be 
found by those who did not seek me. I said, ‘Here I am, here I am,’ to a nation 
that was not called by my name. 2 I spread out my hands all the day to a 
rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their own 
devices.” (Isaiah 65:1–2)  

 
As St. Paul’s wrote to the Galatian Christians in our epistle reading: 

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28)  

 
As our Gospel text begins, Jesus and His disciples are getting out of the boat in the country of the 
Gerasenes. The disciples were probably still talking about Jesus’ authority over the storm. And 
unbeknownst to them, they were about to be hit by a bigger storm. A spiritual storm. By Jesus’ 
power, grace, and mercy, He not only commands the winds and water to obey Him, He’s able to 
restore everything that human sin has destroyed.  
 
As Jesus steps onto land, He’s immediately confronted by a man possessed by a legion of 
demons. The people had tried to bind him with chains and shackles, but he would break free, 
wander around naked, and live among the tombs. He might have been living and breathing, but 
his life was dead. This is why St. Peter warns us to: 
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“Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8)  

 
It’s why St. Paul warns us that: 

“… we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:12)  

 
While the disciples had just been wondering who this Jesus was, that He calmed the raging sea, 
the man with a legion of demons within him knows exactly who Jesus is and involuntarily has no 
choice but to fall down before the One who has all authority in heaven and on earth, and speak to 
Him saying:  

“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do 
not torment me.” (Luke 8:28)  

 
While Jesus is outnumbered, a legion of demons to One, He’s not outmatched. It’s Jesus who is 
in control. The devil and his stooges are not going to hang out where the Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit are – but desire to flee. Satan and his cronies know that eternal damnation in the abyss of 
hell is their future reality. (cf: Revelation 20:10) They want to avoid their eternal death sentence 
as long as possible. And the fact that the demons begged not to be cast into the abyss should tell 
us something about the torments of hell. Like a prisoner of war who begs his captors for leniency 
or a criminal who begs the judge to reduce his sentence, the demons beg Jesus to go easy on 
them, to send them into a large herd of pigs. (cf: Luke 8:32) So Jesus gave them permission and 
in what’s known as the first instance of deviled ham, the legion of unclean spirits entered the 
unclean pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and drowned. (cf: Luke 
8:33)  
 
Unfortunately, unlike in this Gerasene demoniac, the devil doesn’t always reveal himself in a 
frightening way. Most times, he comes in an appealing and delightful manner, all dressed up and 
glamorous, disguised as your deepest desire, seducing you with what you crave the most. Most 
likely the temptations that plagued you in your youth still entice you today and will continue to 
bewitch you until death has its way with you. 
 
As sinful humans, you and I tend to be prejudiced against those who appear to be out of their 
mind or possessed. Perhaps you have met someone with a mental illness or that had anger issues 
to the point where you thought that they might be possessed by a demon. You try to avoid them 
because their unpredictability scares you. But you cannot avoid your own demons. 
 
Sure, you might not have a demonic spirit living within you, but each of us has, what we refer to 
as, our own “demons” that isolate us from God, from family, and from friends. You daily 
struggle and fight against the demons of selfishness and pride, your dark secrets and desires, 
your broken hopes, and worst fears. Be they demons of addiction to alcohol, pills, or 
pornography, or the demons of jealousy, anger, and spite. You’re attacked by the afflictions and 
temptations from the world, your sinful flesh, and from the devil himself.  
 
There is no limit to your demons; however, all your demons have one thing in common. Each 
one is nothing more than personal rebellion against God, your Creator. They wish that you to 
fear, love, and trust in them – rather the One who created you and who bled and died on the cross 
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for you. Your demons drive you away from the love of God and leave you secluded, bound in 
chains, and living in the desert and among the tombs. You might be living and breathing, but 
apart from lifesaving faith in Christ Jesus, you, and me, and everyone else, are by human nature, 
dead. Dead in your trespasses and sin. Just as the demoniac in our text was a prisoner in his own 
body and unable to save himself, you and I are prisoners in our sin and utterly helpless to save 
ourselves. 
 
While the devil is still a dangerous enemy, the kingdom of God is built on the truth of God’s 
Word, with Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone. Wherever the His Word abides, Christ 
abides. The Word of Christ is living and active and has the power to create faith and save. (cf: 
Hebrews 4:12) Our Lord is greater than the devil and has given you powerful weapons in His 
Word and Sacrament for your protection. 
 
The Word of Christ is authoritative. He has authority over nature, authority over the demons in 
our text, and authority over your demons which daily torment you. In our Gospel, Jesus’ 
presence transformed the demoniac’s life by commanding the demons to come out of him, which 
restored his mind and body. He was brought from death back to life. St. Luke says: 

“… those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had been 
healed." (Luke 8:36)  

The man had been healed. In the original language, the word healed here is often translated as 
saved. The man was saved by the grace of Jesus. 
 
Jesus’ abiding presence transforms your life and saves you. Before you came to faith, you were 
held captive, bound in the chains of God’s Law. Because you couldn’t keep the law, God sent 
His only Son Jesus in the flesh to keep the Law for you. He kept the Law perfectly and saved 
you through His innocent suffering and death. Through Jesus’ work of salvation, you and all 
believers are saved from your demons. You are saved from the effects of sin, death, and the 
devil. Your sins are forgiven. Your sins of selfishness and pride, your dark secrets and desires, 
your addiction to alcohol, pills, or pornography, jealousy, anger, and spite. Because of the shed 
blood of Jesus, you are forgiven of your sins and are restored into God’s kingdom. 
 
How does it happen? Through our Lord’s powerful weapons in His Word and Sacrament. 
Wherever His Word abides, Christ abides. He heals you in His Word of Absolution, spoken by 
the pastor. When the pastor absolves you saying: “I forgive you all your sins” – he speaks with 
Christ’s authority and on His behalf. You therefore can firmly believe that God Himself has 
completely forgiven your sins. 
 
Jesus abides with you in the preaching of His authoritative Gospel. St Paul says: 

“... faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” 
(Romans 10:17) 

By faith, your sins are forgiven, and you are restored to God. 
 
Jesus abides with you in the remembrance of your Baptism. Faith and salvation are given in 
Baptism. In our epistle text Paul says: 

“For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 
(Galatians 3:27) 
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In Baptism your chains and shackles that bound you to God’s Law were broken. It was at the 
font that you were incorporated as a believer into the union of Christ Jesus. At that very moment 
you were clothed in Christ. As Martin Luther once said: 

“Christ Himself is [y]our garment... the garment of righteousness and 
salvation.” (LW 26:353) 

Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. (cf: 1 John 4:4) He strengthens you to 
flee from your sin and live a God pleasing life. 
 
Unfortunately, unbelieving people today are the same as those whom we heard about in our text. 
The herdsmen and crowds were witnesses to the dead pigs in the lake, they saw the man who 
was previously insane, and naked with demons – now healed and whole, clothed and in his right 
mind, and they were all afraid. (cf: Luke 8:34–37) They asked Jesus to go away. But before He 
leaves, He ensures that the Gospel will continue to be proclaimed among the unbelievers, even 
after Jesus departs. The newly healed man wants to stay with Jesus and leave the country of the 
Gerasenes and the unbelievers behind. 

“… but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 ‘Return to your home, and declare how 
much God has done for you.’ And he went away, proclaiming throughout the 
whole city how much Jesus had done for him." (Luke 8:38–39)  

 
Today, people ask Jesus to leave. They reject Him publicly and privately. They denounce His 
Word and spurn His believers. But wherever the Word of God abides, Christ abides and 
transforms everything. He has all authority in heaven and on earth. He is with you always, to the 
end of the age. His Word has the power and authority to turn the unbelief of the hardest heart 
into faith. He has the power and authority to forgive you of your sins and release you from your 
demons. And in a world that demands tolerance of all false religions – but yet persecutes of 
Christianity – Christ makes provisions for His Gospel to be preached to all nations through 
preachers and teachers and missionaries and through you among your friends and neighbors, 
declaring how much Jesus has done for you. Because, wherever the Word abides, Christ abides 
and transforms everything.  
 
He ensures that the Gospel will continue to be proclaimed among the unbelievers, even today in 
the 21st century. Just as Jesus sent the healed man in our text away to proclaim how much Jesus 
had done for him, as a baptized child of God, He empowers you to do likewise. Having been 
transformed by the renewal of your mind by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit, you are empowered to leave this place today and declare how much God has done for you. 
(cf: Luke 8:39) You don’t do it to earn any more favor from God. No. You are no longer a slave 
under the Law, but a child heir through God. (cf: Galatians 4:7) You do it in response to the love 
of Him who first loved you. 
 
Amen. 
 
The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
 
 


