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John &8:48-59
ALL WHO ARE IN CHRIST JESUS WILL NEVER SEE DEATH

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Since the counterculture movement of the 1960’s and 70’s, there has been a huge shift in
religious affiliation. As the number of people who identify as Christian has been on the decline,
and the number of those identifying as agnostic or atheist has been on the incline. Despite the
decline of traditional Christianity, many people are still searching for spirituality and meaning in
life. This has led to the rise of alternative forms of spirituality and belief. One popular opinion of
our day is: “People are inherently good, so it doesn’t matter what you believe, as long as you are
sincere in what you believe.” Another is that: “All religions are just different paths that lead to
the same God.”

But the truth is people are not inherently good, and there is only one way to God, the Triune
God, who is the only God who ever was, and is, and ever will be. All people are by nature sinful
and enemies of God. (cf: Romans 3:23, 5:10) All people desperately need to hear of the love of
the Holy Trinity: the Father who loving sent His Son to win salvation for all mankind, and the
Holy Spirit who calls unbelievers to faith by the Gospel.

Today we celebrate the Holy Trinity. While it is true that the word “Trinity” cannot be found in
the Bible, the teaching of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity can be. (cf: Genesis
1:1, 26; 3:22; 11:7; Isaiah 6:8, 48:16, 61:1; Matthew 3:16—17, 28:19; John &8:58; 2 Corinthians
13:14) The doctrine of the Holy Trinity is a fundamental article of the Christian faith. As you
confessed earlier:
“Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith... that we
worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in unity, neither confusing the persons
nor dividing the substance.” (Athanasian Creed, 4)

Yes, you must hold the “catholic faith.” The word “catholic” is defined it as: “...the church
universal; relating to the ancient undivided Christian church.” (Webster’s Dictionary) This
catholic faith is what the universal Church, the true Church of all times and all places has
confessed. Since the fifth century the Athanasian Creed has precisely confessed the doctrine of
the Holy Trinity... that is.... who our Triune God is: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who created
us, who gave Himself for our salvation, and who has called us to faith. Holding this catholic
faith means:

“... more than accepting the bare teaching of Three Persons in One Essence; it

includes reliance and confidence in the saving work of the Trinity.” (Koehler, A

Summary of Christian Doctrine, 33)



Just like the doctrine of the Incarnation, that is, God, taking on the flesh of man... the doctrine
of the Trinity is a difficult concept for the human mind to grasp. But these mysteries of faith are
the eternal realities of God, revealed to us in Scripture to be grasped by faith for our salvation.
But in a world plagued by broken homes and families, riots and wars, sickness and death, those
outside the Christian faith might ask, why does the Incarnation and the Trinity matter? They’ll
say that what we need in the world is more love — not doctrine. But love and doctrine are not
opposites. And it’s precisely because of broken homes and families, riots and wars, sickness and
death, that the Incarnation and Trinity really matters.

When the Athanasian Creed says: “Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the
catholic faith...,” it doesn’t mean that you have to have all the right knowledge to get into
heaven. No. It means to trust in whe our loving Triune God is. It’s to rely on and have
confidence in the saving work of the Holy Trinity... to know His love for you... and to know
that in love, He died for you. The Christian faith is not about good people doing good things in
good ways in order to have a good life. Instead, it’s about God, who alone is sinless and good,
dying on a cross for no-good sinners. It’s about a loving God doing good things for unloving and
unlovable people.

More specifically, it’s about the love of God the Father, giving His own Son into a bloody death
on the cross as the payment price for the sins of the entire world, and then proceeding from the
Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit who calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole
Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. It’s love and
doctrine. It’s who God is and it’s what God does. The two go together. And you either have both,
or you have neither. As St. John writes in his first epistle letter:

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his

Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 4:10)

“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in
God."” (1 John 4:15)

And that’s why it matters that we confess: “Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold
the catholic faith...” It’s a matter of life and death. Because if God only loves you and me when
we are good, we’re all condemned. If it wasn’t God Himself dying on a cross to pay for your
sins, you would be without hope and without the forgiveness of sins. And if the Holy Spirit was
never sent, you would’ve never been called to faith and all the gifts won by Christ on the cross
would’ve never been imputed to you.

It was God’s plan from before the foundation of the world. It’s who God is and what God does.
In our Old Testament reading this morning we heard from the book of Proverbs that Wisdom —
God the Son — was there with the Father at creation. (cf: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31) The imagery
described in our reading is a poetic picture of the second and third days of creation. They
delighted in and loved one another, and they delighted in and loved their creation.

In our second reading, (cf: Acts 2:14a, 22-36) St. Peter’s Pentecost sermon spells out how God’s
plan to redeem His creation from sin and death had been revealed long ago, and then



accomplished by Jesus. Raised from the dead and ascended into heaven, He is exalted at the right
hand of God.

This Jesus is the great “I AM,” the incarnate Son of God, true God in the flesh of man. In our
Gospel reading the Jews wanted to know who Jesus made Himself to be — so He answered loud
and clear saying:

“Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” (John 8:58)

“I AM” is translated from the Hebrew word “Yahweh.” Yahweh is God’s personal name in the
Old Testament. In revealing His holy Name to Moses from a burning bush saying: “I AM Who I
AM,” (ct: Exodus 3:14) God established His covenant with His people. While Jesus is saying to
the Jews: “... before Abraham was, I am,” seems grammatically wrong to us — the Jews knew
exactly what Jesus was saying. He was claiming to be God Himself, the God who spoke to
Moses out of a burning bush, calling Moses to lead the children of Israel out of bondage in
Egypt. Jesus is saying that He is not only before Abraham, He is also the promised offspring of
Abraham. It is Jesus who shows us the Father and His love for us. It is Jesus who sends the Holy
Spirit to give to us, to join us to, and to unite us in Christ, so that we might truly know God and
His love. Baptized into the trinitarian name, God established His covenant with you, that you are
saved by the grace of God alone by faith in Christ alone, effected by the Holy Spirit.

Yet the Jews in Jesus day and so many people today, cannot comprehend God’s boundless love
for sinners in Christ Jesus. They neither trust the Scriptures nor know the power of God. (cf:
Matthew 22:29) The sinful man believes he must cooperate and work together with God to come
to faith and receive salvation. Or worse yet, he must find his own way to eternal life... be his
own savior. But Jesus is clear, there is only one way that leads to God. He says:

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except

through me."” (John 14:6)

The doctrine of the Holy Trinity matters. It matters on good days and bad days and in-between
days. In the washing of the water and the word, you were baptized into the name of the Holy
Trinity who has defeated sin, death, and the grave for you. The Holy Spirit brings to your
remembrance your baptismal promises that by daily contrition and repentance you drown your
old Adam and evil desires, and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. The
Trinity matters when the same Spirit strengthens you to fight against the temptations from the
devil, the world, and your sinful flesh. The same Holy Spirit enables you to flee from your sin so
that you bear fruits of faith, serve and love others just as God in Christ Jesus serves and loves
you.

The Trinity matters when the trials and tribulations of this world come upon you, that you
receive the body and blood of the only begotten Son of God who humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (cf: Philippians 2:8) He knows what it’s
like to carry burdens and has promised to never leave you nor forsake you and to be with you to
the very end of the age.

The Trinity matters when the devil accuses you and the thought of all your sins and failures and
shortcomings cause you to be afraid of standing before the judgment seat of the Lord and Creator



of all on the Last Day. So He has called His under shepherds, pastors, to pronounce His holy
Absolution, that:

“In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all

your sins in the name of the Father and of the *~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Your Triune God forgives you freely and without condition, out of His pure and perfect grace,
because He has promised, as the Gospel teaches.

Yes, “Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith...,” that is, hold the
universal faith which at all times and in all places is to be believed, taught, and confessed
because God’s love in His Son is meant for everyone, for all people, including you and me. What
you confess in the Athanasian Creed is the confession of the universal Church.

“... we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in unity.”
“This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly cannot be saved.”

As St. Paul says:
“For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one
confesses and is saved.” (Romans 10:10)

Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
Amen.



