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June 8, 2025 
The Day of Pentecost 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church – Huber Heights, OH 
Pastor Joel Sutton 
 
John 14:23–31 (Genesis 11:1–9; Acts 2:1–21) 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT BRINGS TO REMEMBRANCE ALL OF JESUS’ WORD 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
The French philosopher Voltaire once said: 

“In the beginning God created man in His own image, and man has been trying 
to repay the favor ever since.” (https://orionphilosophy.com/voltaire-quotes/) 

 
You know the story. The crafty serpent slithered into the Garden of Eden and deceived our 
ancient ancestors Adam and Eve. He told them that if they ate from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, they’re eyes would be opened, and they’d be like God. (cf: Genesis 2:17, 3:5) 
Tempted by their own desire, they ate – cursing the world and all mankind with sin. Ever since 
their fatal bite, human nature has been curved in upon itself so that it only looks out for itself. In 
his Lectures on Romans, Martin Luther writes: 

“… our nature has been so deeply curved in upon itself because of the 
viciousness of original sin that it not only turns the finest gifts of God in upon 
itself and enjoys them… it is even seeking God for its own sake.” (LW 25. 291) 

 
This selfish curvedness causes your natural inclination to rebel against God and His 
Commandments and create your own set of guidelines by which to live. We see this in our Old 
Testament reading this morning. (cf: Genesis 11:1–9) When Noah and his family got off the ark 
after the great flood: 

“… God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth.’” (Genesis 9:1)  

 
But instead of filling the earth, these descendants of Noah migrated and settled in the land of 
Shinar. (cf: Genesis 11:1–2) With one language and common vocabulary, they devised a two-
fold goal: one, build a monumental tower reaching toward the heavens and; two, make a name 
for themselves. Rather than obey God’s divine command to fill the earth, they’d become their 
own gods, establishing a focal point to maintain their unity, and a reputation that would 
guarantee their security.  
 
However, upon seeing their sinful pride and arrogance, God decided to stop the project. He 
could’ve sent hell fire and brimstone to destroy the tower, but He simply confused their 
language, which created disunity among the people and dispersed them all over the earth. Just as 
Adam and Eve were driven away from paradise with division between them, the people of Shinar 
were driven away and separated from each other. 
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“Therefore its name was called Babel…, because there the Lord confused the 
language of all the earth." (Genesis 11:9)  

 
The takeaway point is – rebellion against God ultimately leads to division among people and 
most especially creates division between you and God. Ignoring God or recreating Him in your 
own image drives you away from the truth of His holy Word and into what St Paul would 
describe as:  

“… different doctrine[s]… myths and endless genealogies, which promote 
speculations rather than the stewardship from God that is by faith." (1 Timothy 
1:3–4)  

This is why Jesus emphasized to His disciples:  
“If anyone loves me, he will keep my word… And the word that you hear is not 
mine but the Father’s who sent me." (John 14:23–24)  

 
In our Gospel text, we’re back in the Upper Room on the night when Jesus was betrayed. Just 
prior to our text Jesus announced that He was going away and where He was going, they could 
not come. (cf: John 13:33) He’d taught them many things over the past three years. And as we’ve 
heard over the last several weeks, on this particular night He taught them many, many more 
things. It was like drinking water from a fire hose. It was too much information too fast. They 
didn’t understand. They were confused. If Jesus was going away, who was going to answer their 
questions? As we just heard in our Gospel text, Jesus promised them: 

“… the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in [Jesus’] name…” 
(John 14:26)  

 
He promises the Holy Spirit will teach all things and bring to their remembrance all that He had 
taught them… help them to recall the words and deeds of Christ. This is why we emphasize the 
importance of God’s Word as recorded in Holy Scripture. They’re not merely the words of men, 
but they’re the true Word of God. All Scripture is God breathed and recorded by men chosen by 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (cf: 1 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21) You can 
trust it. You should rely upon it, and you should gladly hear and learn it. 
 
On the Day of Pentecost, Jesus’ promise of sending the Helper was fulfilled. God sent the Holy 
Spirit upon the believers fulfilling the prophesy of Joel:  

“… in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all 
flesh.” (Acts 2:17; cf: Joel 2:28–32) 

 
It’s as if the confusing of the languages at Babel is reversed. The Holy Spirit is poured out upon 
the disciples, enabling them to speak in foreign languages that all the people gathered there in 
Jerusalem could understand. It’s a message for all people which brings people from every tribe 
and nation and language back together, back to God. It’s a message of: 

“… the mighty works of God.” (Acts 2:11)  
“… that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Acts 
2:21)  
 

It’s the same Holy Spirit who inspired the writers of Scripture with the words that they wrote. 
It’s the same Holy Spirit that was poured out onto you either in Holy Baptism or in the preaching 
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of Gospel. The Gospel is the power of God for salvation for all who believe. (cf: Romans 1:16) 
Faith comes from hearing the Word of Christ. (cf: Romans 10:17; 2 Thessalonians 2:14) St Paul 
writes: 

“For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:6) 

 
He also writes: 

“Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God 
ever says ‘Jesus is accursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except in the 
Holy Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:3) 

 
It’s the Holy Spirit alone who, by means of Word and Sacrament, brings you to Christ and opens 
your eyes to know Christ and resuscitates your cold dead heart into being able to believe in 
Christ. The true Christ. The real Christ. So that you can confess Christ, and trust in His promises 
of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 
 
In his Large Catechism Martin Luther writes: 

“Through… the Word… [the Holy Spirit] creates and increases sanctification, 
causing it daily to grow and become strong in the faith and in the fruits of the 
Spirit.” (LC, Creed, art. III, 53) 

 
What are the fruits of the Spirit?  

“… love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control…” (Galatians 5:22–23)  
“… the peaceful fruit of righteousness…" (Hebrews 12:11)  

… and sharing the Gospel in an unbelieving world, loving and serving others just as God in 
Christ Jesus serves and loves you. We’re never commanded to like each other. However, Jesus 
commands us to love one another… sacrificial love in word and deed. (cf: John 15:17) And you 
can only do it by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
This should spur each one of us to be more diligent to read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
God’s Word because like the people at the tower of Babel, each of us are sinful. Each of us are 
deeply curved in upon ourselves and rebel against God. We’re inclined to try to recreate God in 
our own image and make a name for ourselves. 
 
You already have a name. It’s the name Christian, given you in baptismal waters. But it’s not 
enough for the Christian to say: “I’m Baptized and confirmed. I’m saved.” It’s not enough sit 
through one hour of church per week and say: “I put in my time. I’m done for the week.” On 
your behalf, Christ Jesus lived a perfect life and carried all your sins and griefs to the cross 
where He suffered a painful bloody death – for you – winning victory over sin, death, and the 
devil. He’s won all these gifts on your behalf – but – if you don’t show up where Jesus pours out 
His gifts… if you don’t get into God’s Word… how can you expect to receive His gifts. If the 
Christian is truly to receive and to possess all Jesus’ gifts won in His life, death, and resurrection, 
the Holy Spirit must have opportunity to teach your hearts and minds to believe the Word of 
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Jesus. The Holy Spirit must have opportunity to teach hearts and minds to keep the Word of 
Jesus.  
 
Our Lord calls you to be devoted to His Word and keep His Word. If you’re lazy and ignore His 
Word – that’s not keeping His Word – how could you say that you love Him. If you don’t try to 
keep God’s Commandments, how can you say that you love Jesus? To be sure, you’re saved by 
grace alone through faith in Jesus; however, faith without works… faith without bearing the 
fruits of faith is dead. (cf: James 2:14–17) Out of love for Him who first loved you, you should 
try as hard as you can to keep God’s Commandments and keep Jesus’ Word. Of course you can’t 
do it perfectly. So when you fail, repent, receive God’s forgiveness of yours ins.. your sins of 
ignoring God or trying to recreate God in your own image – then devote yourself to Jesus’ Word. 
 
Keeping Jesus’ Word isn’t an act of obedience that you can create by your own reason or 
strength. No. You have been given a Helper. The Holy Spirit calls, gathers, and enlightens His 
Church in the one true faith. As a Baptized believer in Christ Jesus, you have the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit brings to remembrance all that Jesus has spoken and commanded – and it 
only happens when you read Holy Scripture or hear the purely preached Gospel, and feast on 
Jesus’ body and blood, given and shed for you.  
 
While you were still a sinner, God loved you and sent His only begotten Son to die for you. (cf: 
Romans 5:8) By means of Word and Sacrament, the Holy Spirit creates faith within you, 
empowering you to believe in Jesus, enabling you to love Jesus, and strengthen you to keep 
Jesus Word. The Holy Spirit is your Helper sent by the Father to comfort you with the 
knowledge and peace of Jesus. Jesus’ peace isn’t worldly peace… promising success, good 
health, and freedom from warfare. No. Jesus’ peace gives you comfort in the face of warfare as 
you daily fight against the assaults of the evil one…. struggle against the world’s temptation and 
your own sinful flesh. Jesus’ Word to you is this: 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give 
to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid." (John 14:27)  

 
[point at crucifix] Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is what true peace looks like. The Holy 
Spirit delivers you Jesus’ true peace… peace between God and you. Peace knowing that Jesus 
has reconciled you with the Father by His life, death, and resurrection from the grave, and that 
death no longer has hold over you.  
 
You have Jesus’ peace. You have the gift of the Holy Spirit. And in the words of St Paul: 

“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ." (Philippians 1:6)  

 
Amen. 
 
The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
 
 


