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John 16:23-33

IN CHRIST YOU HAVE PEACE, IN THE WORLD, TRIBULATION.

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

We’re going to begin this morning with a vocabulary review. The word “catechism” is derived
from the Greek word katyyéw [pronounced katécheo in English] which means: “report, inform,
teach, instruct.” (BDAG, 534) Knowing that faith comes through hearing, St. Paul used this
particular word exclusively in the Bible when referring to giving instruction concerning the
Chistian faith. (TDNT, 638) Thus, the word “catechism” came to be known for a book of
religious instruction, which we refer to as “catechetical instruction.” The action of “catechetical
instruction” is called “catechesis.” The individual receiving “catechesis” is called a
“catechumen.”

Why do I bother telling you this? Today is Confirmation Day for one of our catechumens,
Sophia Ray. Like many of you, she has gone through two years of catechetical instruction. She
has been examined in the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the Holy
Scriptures, and summarized in the Small Catechism. The Rite of Confirmation that we perform
today is not a Sacrament. It’s a man-made custom of the Church where the catechumen makes a
public confession that they have been, indeed, baptized, examined and rightly confess the
Christian faith, and are in communion with Christ and His Church.

Confirmation Day is not like Graduation Day. For many people, Graduation Day is the day when
the foundational books are placed on the shelf to gather dust, never again to be opened. No.
Confirmation is a tool that equips the individual for the life-long process of living out Christian
identity and life-long catechesis. A life-long catechesis of learning the faith. Life-long
catechesis from the baptismal font to the grave is critically important. You are in a life-long,
moment to moment battle with the devil, the world, and your sinful flesh. The devil wishes to
snatch your faith away. The world wishes to threaten you and drive you to a false Gospel and
cancel your faith. Your sinful flesh desires that you fear, love, and trust in the things of this
world above your Savior, Christ Jesus who suffered, died, and rose from the grave to save you
from your sin. This is why in our Gospel text this morning Jesus says:

“... in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation...” (John

16:33)



Today’s text takes place in the Upper Room on Maundy Thursday, just hours before Jesus’
betrayal and bloody death on Calvary’s cross where He suffered God’s wrath against, and paid
the wages of, your sin and the sins of all mankind. As Jesus speaks to His disciples, His concern
wasn’t only for His eleven disciples present in the room, but also for you and all believers
throughout time, all whom the Holy Spirit has called by the Gospel.

In the first verse of our text, when Jesus says, “in that day,” He means that “little while” we
talked about in last week’s sermon. (cf: John 16:16-22) It’s that “little while” after Jesus
victorious resurrection when the believer’s sadness is turned to joy. Remembering that — with the
Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years is as one day, (cf: 2 Peter 3:8) Jesus
not only means “in that day,” the days after the Holy Spirit is sent proceeding from the Father
and the Son to call, gather, enlighten, and sanctify the whole Christian church on earth, and keep
it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith — but He also means any day and every day that make up
the “little while” between right now when we don’t see Him and the “little while” when He
returns in glory on the Last Day. And “in that day,” today and until Christ returns, you, dear
baptized believers in Christ, have peace in Jesus, but in the world, you will have tribulation.

When Jesus says, “in the world,” He means right here on earth, every day while you live your
life in this fallen and sinful world. When He says: “... you will have tribulation.” In the original
language, the word translated here as “#ribulation” literally means: “pressure, pressing
together; [and] figuratively in the NT, of suffering brought on by outward circumstances
affliction, oppression, trouble.” (ANLEX, 198) Jesus means it when He says it. He says it’s
guaranteed. You can count on it. The #ribulation is going to come. Expect and be ready for it.

The disciples of Jesus went on to face their share of pressure, oppression and tribulation.
Tradition holds that all of them with the exception of John, were martyred for their confession of
Christ. And John was exiled for the faith and likely died in old age while still living in exile.

In every century the Christian Church has experienced pressure and tribulation from the hostile
world. You and all Christians are in the world but not of the world and the world hates you
because you’re not of the world. (cf: John 17:14) You don’t share the world’s values. So the
Church is always counter-cultural, because in every society in every place and time, there are
always evil desires, pleasures, and temptations that are an abomination before God. Therefore,
the Church and God’s people must run counter to the culture, call what is sin a sin, and call the
world to repentance and faith in Christ Jesus.

St. James writes that:
“Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy
of God." (James 4:4)

In this “little while” while we don’t see Jesus, the temptation gets strong. The world and the
devil dangle its evil desires and pleasures in the face of the Christian, so that your sinful flesh is
pushed to the limit, and in some cases, leaves destruction in its wake. Husbands and wives
become separated or divorced. Children are forced into living in limbo, part of the time with
mom and the other with dad. They say children are resilient, but it’s sad when sinful parents
force them to be so. The collateral damage is — the children quickly learn how to manipulate their
parents and pit one against the other. Broken children often grow up to repeat the sins of the



parents and then suffer the consequences, to the third and fourth generation. (cf: Exodus 20:5)
And if that’s not bad enough, afflictions of body and disease strike down loved ones and wound
others. Sexual immorality runs rampant and destroys individuals and families. I could go on, but
you get the picture because you see it and live it every day.

What is the Christian to do? Brothers and sisters in Christ, repent and flee from your sin. Repent
and receive Christ Jesus’ forgiveness. Repent and remember God’s promises made you in
Baptism. The Church and God’s people must run counter to the culture, call what is sin a sin, and
call the world to repentance and faith in Christ Jesus. In Christ you have peace.

By the grace of God, you and I live in our Lord’s “little while” prior to Christ’s return. In
Baptism you received the gift of faith and the Holy Spirit. For those of you who have been
Confirmed, you have made a public confession that you have been, indeed, baptized, examined
and rightly confess the Christian faith, and are in communion with Christ and His Church. But
Confirmation Day is not Graduation Day. Your catechesis prior to Confirmation was a tool to
equip you for the life-long process of living out your Christian identity in the world and for life-
long catechesis. Life-long attending the Divine Service gladly hearing God’s Word, learning and
inwardly digesting the Word that, by patience and comfort of God holy Word, you may embrace
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life. Life-long feeding and feasting on Jesus’
body and blood, given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of your
faith, and the hope of life everlasting.

Empowered by the Holy Spirit you are emboldened to speak the truth of God’s Word, make the
good public confession of faith in the face of unbelievers, no matter how the world rages against
it. And how does the Spirit give you the confidence and the courage to do so — even while in this
world of tribulation? 1t’s Christ’s promise of peace. Jesus assures His disciples of all times:

“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world

you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” (John
16:33)

Jesus has overcome the world. The world did its worst, and Jesus overcame it. The world raged
against Christ, beat and bloodied the One who knew no sin, but for your sake was made to be sin,
so that in Him you might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21) He endured the
pressure, the suffering, and oppressive affliction and was nailed to the cross. Yet it is precisely in
His suffering and death, that the holy Son of God won the victory for you and all mankind. Jesus
took all the sins of the world, all of your rebellion against God, your sins of broken families and
broken hearts, your sins of sexual immorality and your desire to be a friend of the world — and
He bore the judgment and death you deserved in your place, on the cross.

His sacrificial death removes the barrier of sin and wrath that separated you from God the Father.
His death makes peace between God and you. It wins your forgiveness. What Jesus did for you —
His perfect life, His death, His three day stay in the grave, and resurrection from the dead, turns
your sorrow into joy and opens for you the door of eternal life.

So dear Christian, take heart. The world cannot harm you. Jesus says:



“... do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him
who can destroy both soul and body in hell."" (Matthew 10:28)
In Christ, you have the victory. In Christ, you have His objective peace that you’re reconciled
with the Father, no matter how the world may rage all around you.

Ever since the fall in the Garden of Eden, the world has gone crazy. It has lost its mind. It calls
good evil, and evil good. There’s nothing new under the sin and it’s not going to change until
Christ’s return. But the good news is, Jesus has overcome the world. So dear Christian, cling to
Christ and His promises made you in His Word, in baptismal waters, and in His Holy Supper.
Cling to Christ and derive your joy and peace from Him and Him alone. When the devil and the
world knock you down and throw you for a loop — turn the other cheek and remain with Christ.
The sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed
to you on the Last Day. (cf: Romans 8:18)

“[Jesus has] said these things to you, that in [Christ] you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation. But take heart; [Christ has]| overcome the
world.” (John 16:33)

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
Amen.



