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John 10:22-30
THE VOICE OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

In our Gospel text this morning, the Feast of Dedication is taking place at Jerusalem. It’s what is
commonly referred to today as Hanukkah or the Festival of Lights. The eight-day festival was
instituted to celebrate the cleansing, restoration, renewal of sacrifice, and rededication of the
temple in the year 164 B.C. The Syrian Antiochus Epiphanes had overrun Jerusalem and
profaned the Jewish temple. The Jews were forced to abandon their sacrifices and adopt pagan
rituals. But three years later, Judas Maccabaeus led a group of Jewish freedom fighters who
overthrew the pagan regime — and restored and rededicated the temple.

In our text, Jesus is walking in the temple. It’s a place where Jesus frequently visited and taught.
Unbeknownst to the Jews celebrating the restoration and rededication of the old temple where
their bloody sacrifices are made, Jesus is the new and final temple. In just a few short months He
will institute a new covenant in His blood as the perfect Passover Lamb sacrificed on the cross to
save you and all mankind. He is the culmination and completion of all the earlier sacrifices and
temples.

Jesus is well known at this point of His earthly ministry. News of His teaching and miraculous
deeds has traveled far and wide. The crowds are following Him — but the religious leaders have
been seeking to kill Him:

“... because... he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal

with God." (John 5:18)

On this day as Jesus walked in the temple:
“... the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us
in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.’ *° Jesus answered them, ‘I
told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear
witness about me.” (John 10:24-25)

In His earthly ministry Jesus had revealed Himself to be the Christ, the Promised Messiah, by
His teaching and His miracles. But the problem was — Jesus was not the Savior the Jewish
leaders wanted. They wanted a different kind of Messiah. They wanted a savior like Judas
Maccabaeus who could drive out the pagan Roman government and usher in a glorious kingdom
on earth. They wanted an earthly shepherd like King David — not a Shepherd who would lay
down His life the sheep. They were so angered at Jesus’ words, that in the verse just following
our text, they unsuccessfully pick up stones in order to stone Him to death. (cf: John 10:31)



Jesus’ words and works bear witness about Him. He is God in the flesh of man — yet they do not
believe — just as many today do not believe — just as many today fall away from true faith in
Christ. And why is that? They’re not listening to the voice of the Good Shepherd. To the
unbelieving world, Jesus says:

“... you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. >’ My sheep hear

my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” (John 10:26-27)

People are led astray because they listening to the wrong voice. They’re not listening to the Good
Shepherd. In our first reading this morning St. Paul put it this way saying:

“I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not

sparing the flock; 3° and from among your own selves will arise men speaking

twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them.” (Acts 20:29-30)

In our society it’s difficult to avoid people speaking twisted things. Some of them speak twisted
things to shock the hearer. But others are wolves dressed in sheep’s clothing teaching false
doctrine in attempt to lead the sheep away. All it takes is one fang of false doctrine to cause the
faith of a believer to bleed to death.

So the question for you is — whose voice are you listening to? False shepherds are everywhere,
trying to grab your attention to get you to listen to their voice, to get you to believe what they are
saying, to get you to follow them. They’re ravenous wolves in sheep’s clothing, false shepherds
speaking twisted things. And that’s the problem. We live in a world where we’re bombarded by
all these different voices every day. Unfortunately, like the Jewish leaders in Jesus day,
oftentimes you and I want to listen to a the voice of a different kind of savior — a false savior —
because the voice of the real Christ Jesus isn’t the Savior that you want. You’d rather listen to
the voice of your own personal version of Jesus whose voice sooths your itching ears and suits
your passions. (cf: 2 Timothy 4:3)

Perhaps you prefer the voice of the therapist Jesus who helps you deal with your emotional
problems and gets you through difficult times in your life. Maybe it’s the voice of the mascot
Jesus who cheers you on your way even when you are traveling down a treacherous and deadly
road. Maybe it’s the voice of the moral teacher Jesus who tells you that if you live a good
enough life, God will bless you with your best life right now on earth — or the Santa Claus Jesus
who promises to give you anything you want — health, wealth, or whatever. Or the voice of the
tolerant Jesus who is accepting of all people regardless of how they live or what they believe,
ignoring the fact that Jesus declares:

“... unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3, 5)

“... go, and from now on sin no more.” (John 8:11)

Ever since the Fall in the Garden of Eden, mankind has the tendency to create their own god or
desire to be their own god. You and I have the inclination to rebel against God and His
Commandments and create our own set of guidelines by which to live. And while therapists and
mascot friends and teachers are indeed, good gifts from God and wonderful blessings to those in
need to help us support our body and life — like Judas Maccabaeus of old — they’re all limited to
a certain time and place, and then pass away. And woe to the false shepherd whose voice would
reduce Jesus to an earthly savior for this temporal life only.

Jesus says:
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” (John 10:27)



His words have a twofold meaning. First, you hear the voice of the Good Shepherd because of
your God given faith poured out onto you in Baptism. You’re part of the Good Shepherd’s flock
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, you hear His voice and are empowered to trust and follow
Him. Secondly, Jesus’ words are a command, an admonishment, and an exhortation that you
would indeed actively listen to His voice — to gladly hear, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
His Holy Word, to renew and sustain your faith. You do so because it’s only the voice of one
Shepherd, the Good Shepherd, who can give you His promises and blessings that all those other
voices can never give you. Jesus says:

""28 | give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch

them out of my hand. > My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than

all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. ° I and the

Father are one.” (John 10:28-30)

In our first reading St. Paul is speaking to the elders (the pastors) of the Christian church in
Ephesus. And he points them and to you Christians today — to how to hear the voice of Jesus
today. He says:
“... I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and
teaching you in public and from house to house, *! testifying both to Jews and
to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ...”
(Acts 20:20-21)
... I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may
finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify
to the gospel of the grace of God. (Acts 20:24)

And then he exhorts these Ephesian pastors saying:
“Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained
with his own blood." (Acts 20:28)

When Jesus sent out the seventy-two, He said:
“The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and
the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” (Luke 10:16)

Likewise, St. Paul is saying that you hear the voice of the Good Shepherd today through His
under-shepherds — the apostles who Jesus called and taught and sent — and — pastors today
who’re called by the Holy Spirit, taught, examined, and ordained into the Holy Ministry. They
tend the flock commended to them by speaking the Word of Christ faithfully in His stead and
administering His Sacraments according to our Lord’s command.

The person of Jesus and the words of Jesus are inseparably connected so that the one who hears
the words of Jesus responds to the person of Jesus. But unbelief stops the ears so that the voice of
the Shepherd is then either not heard or not heeded, so that following and obeying the Word is
impossible.

Beloved in Christ, whenever and wherever the Word of the Good Shepherd is proclaimed, you
hear the Shepherd’s voice so that you might follow where He leads. So when you find yourself
straying and wandering from the flock, hear the voice of the Good Shepherd calling out to you:
“... the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mark
1:15)



Then receive the absolution from your under-shepherd, trusting that his voice is just as valid and
certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with you Himself. When the thorns and
thistles of this world stick and prick you, hear the voice of the Good Shepherd saying to you:
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”
(Matthew 11:28)

When the unbelieving world and false shepherds persecute you for your faith, hear the voice of
the Good Shepherd saying to you:
“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me. > For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for my sake will find it.”" (Matthew 16:24-25)

When the raging flood waters threaten to sweep you away, hear the voice of the Good Shepherd
calling you back to still waters — the waters of your baptism, knowing that:

“['You] were buried therefore with [Christ] by baptism into death, in order that,

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, [you] too

might walk in newness of life."’ (Romans 6:4)

When struggling in the presence of enemies, of ravenous wolves who are seeking to devour you,
hear the voice of the Good Shepherd inviting you to His table that He has prepared:

“Take, eat; this is My Body given for you. Take, drink; this is My Blood shed

Sfor you.” (cf: Matthew 26:26-28)

And finally, when you walk through the valley of the shadow of death, hear the voice of the
Good Shepherd calling out to you saying:
“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet
shall he live, *° and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.”
(John 11:25-26)

Indeed, one day you will be among those coming out of the great tribulation, for your robe has
been washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. (cf: Revelation 7:14) The Good
Shepherd will:

“... shelter [you] with his presence. '° [You] shall hunger no more, neither

thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike [you), nor any scorching heat... and he

will guide [you] to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear

from [your] eyes.” (Revelation 7:15-17)
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Amen.
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
Amen.



