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April 20, 2025 
The Resurrection of our Lord (Easter Sunday) 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church – Huber Heights, OH 
Pastor Joel Sutton 
 
Luke 24:1–12 (1 Corinthians 15:19–26) 
  
THE TOMB IS EMPTY, CHRIST IS RISEN! 
 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
For all the joyous celebration that Easter brings, there was a whole lot of bewilderment and 
confusion in Jerusalem on resurrection morning. As the sun came up on Sunday morning, the 
day after the Sabbath, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome headed to Jesus’ 
tomb with spices so they could anoint His dead body for a proper burial. (cf: Mark 16:1) On their 
way, their biggest worry was how to get the stone rolled away from the entrance of the tomb. 
They saw how huge it was, for they had been sitting opposite the tomb as Joseph of Arimathea 
laid Jesus body in the tomb and rolled the stone over the entrance. (cf: Matthew 27:59–61; Mark 
15:46–47)  
 
To their surprise, upon arrival at the tomb, they found the stone rolled away. (cf: Luke 24:2) And 
while that was certainly odd, when they went into the tomb, they didn’t find the body of the Lord 
Jesus. (cf: Luke 24:3) It was gone. And if that were not perplexing enough, suddenly two men in 
dazzling clothing stood by them – angel messengers reflecting the glory of God. And as the 
women fearfully bowed their faces to the ground. Our Gospel text says: 

“… the men said to them, ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is 
not here, but has risen.’” (Luke 24:5–6)  

 
This is the foundation and basis of everything that we believe, teach, and confess as God’s 
forgiven people in Christ. Our faith and hope in the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting all hinge on the fact that, when the women went to Jesus’ tomb to 
give Him a proper burial, they didn’t find the body of our Lord Jesus. He had risen. 
 
If they had found His body, then Jesus is not raised from the dead – and then my preaching is in 
vain, and your faith is in vain, and we are of all people most to be pitied. (cf: 1 Corinthians 
15:14–19) Why would we be the most to be pitied? Because in Adam everybody dies. You and I 
and all mankind are conceived and born in sin, the sin we inherited from our first parents, Adam 
and Eve. The sin that you’re born with is much more than the things that you have done and have 
left undone. While your actual sins are serious and deserve eternal death and damnation, they are 
the evidence of the original sin that you’ve inherited from Adam that’s sown into the very fabric 
of your being. That original sin is the source of your sins of thought, word, and deed – and they 
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all lead to death and damnation – and are completely contrary to the life that God intended and 
created for you and mankind to live. 
 
In His great love and mysterious foreknowledge, from before the foundation of the world, our 
heavenly Father had a plan of salvation for mankind. Rather than condemn the world… rather 
than see all mankind be eternally lost in death, He’d condemn His Son as the world’s Substitute. 
God Himself would put on the flesh of man and perfectly fulfill all the Law and the Prophets – 
and then – suffer a sacrificial death on the cross. Christ Jesus endured God’s entire wrath against, 
and paid the wages of, the sins of the whole world in His bloody death on the cross. He died a 
blood death on the cross to save you! 
 
His dead body was placed in a tomb on Friday before the sun went down – and this morning we 
celebrate the fact that the women didn’t find our Lord’s body when they went to His tomb. We 
shout our alleluias and sing praise to God because sin and death has been overcome. Death is the 
last enemy to be destroyed. (cf: 1 Corinthians 15:26) In the cleansing, healing, and forgiving 
blood of Christ Jesus, you are a new creation. (cf: 2 Corinthians 5:17) You were previously dead 
in your trespasses but have now been made alive in Christ. (cf: Romans 5:17)  
 
In our epistle reading St. Paul says: 

“For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.” (1 
Corinthians 15:22)  

 
Through His life, Jesus satisfied God’s demand for perfect obedience – the perfect life of 
obedience that you and I can never live. The forgiveness of sins, victory over death, and eternal 
life with God is yours because Jesus atoned for your sins through His sacrificial death. As Paul 
says: 

“… the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)  

 
This free gift of eternal life that is yours in Christ Jesus your Lord is not some fantasy or false 
hope, but is a direct consequence of the historic fact that Christ rose from the dead on that first 
Easter Sunday. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, God’s Gospel writers have given us 
eyewitness testimony. The women went to the tomb at early dawn expecting to anoint Jesus’ 
body – but instead found the tomb empty. St. Luke has given us the words of the angels who 
matter-of-factly say to the women at Jesus’ tomb: 

“Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. 
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third 
day rise.” (Luke 24:5–7)  

  
Having heard the angels testify to Jesus’ Word of promise, the women’s bewilderment and 
perplexity, turned into faith. Luke says: 

“And they remembered his words.” (Luke 24:8)  
 
This is affirmation to us that that: 



3 
 

“… faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” 
(Romans 10:17)  

 
Jesus foretold it and Jesus fulfilled it. The suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus was all part 
of God’s divine plan of salvation as foretold by the prophets and by Jesus Himself. The women 
remembered Jesus’ words and they believed.  
 
The women then became the first evangelists when they returned from the tomb and told the 
others what they had seen and heard. 

“… but [women’s] words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 
them." (Luke 24:9–11)  

 
Our Lord’s disciple Peter had been on a roller-coaster ride of emotion. He’d promised Jesus that 
he would never fall away – but just hours later, he denied Jesus three times. (cf: Matthew 26:33; 
Luke 22:31–34) Upon hearing the women, Peter was the only disciple that goes to the tomb to 
see for himself. Finding only Jesus’ burial cloths, he marveled about what had happened, but not 
yet believing. (cf: Luke 24:12) 
 
Scripture goes on to record that Jesus later appeared to Peter, then to the Twelve, and then to 
more than five hundred other brothers at one time. (cf: 1 Corinthians 15:5–7) We have the 
eyewitness testimony that Jesus’ resurrection is no idle tale. As St. Paul tells us: 

“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep." (1 Corinthians 15:20)  

 
His resurrection, His empty tomb, the eyewitness appearances, are not simply matters of faith. 
They are matters of fact. Faith clings not only to the fact that these things happened, but to God’s 
promise through what happened. Namely, that Christ Jesus overcame death and the grave, and 
opened the gate of eternal life to you and me.  
 
As you do every Sunday, just after this sermon you will confess that: 

[Jesus] and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures…” (Nicene Creed) 

 
And why make that confession? Because the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the fundamental truth 
and reality on which we base our faith in the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. We shout our alleluias and sing praise to God because sin and death has 
been overcome. Death is the last enemy to be destroyed. (cf: 1 Corinthians 15:26) In the 
cleansing, healing, and forgiving blood of Christ Jesus, you are a new creation. (cf: 2 Corinthians 
5:17) You were previously dead in your trespasses but have now been made alive in Christ. (cf: 
Romans 5:17)  
 
In Baptism, you were marked as one redeemed by Christ the Crucified and was clothed in His 
righteousness, a robe that was washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. It was there that 
you were made God’s own child and inherited all the gifts that Christ won for you on the cross. 
From that day forward, Christ has nourished and kept you in the true faith in the holy ark of the 
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Christian Church by means of hearing the preached Word of Christ and feeding on His body and 
blood, given and shed for you and all who trust in Him.  
 
Unless Jesus returns real soon, death is coming for you and me and all people. But Jesus would 
not let death have the final word. The tomb is empty, and Jesus’ resurrection clinches it. Your 
sins are forgiven. In Baptism you died to sin, and were united to Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Just as sure as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, you too will be raised 
into newness of life on the Last Day. (cf: Romans 6:2–5) 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Amen. 
 
The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
 
 


