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April 13, 2025 
Palm Sunday / Sunday of the Passion 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church – Huber Heights, OH 
Pastor Joel Sutton 
 
John 12:12–19 (Philippians 2:5–11) 
 
PRAISE TO PASSION.  
 
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
Today is the first day of the Christian Church’s most sacred time of the year: Holy Week. The 
events of this week – the suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ – are the heart and core of 
the Christian faith. The worship services of Holy Week not merely separate occasions for pious 
remembrance. No. It’s an opportunity to hear, gaze upon, and participate in the events through 
which our Lord and Savior changed all history to redeem us lost and condemned persons, and 
bring us forgiveness, life, and salvation. (cf: LSB: Companion to the Services, 871–872) Not that 
we participate is some mystical way – but through the preaching of our Lord's death on the cross 
and resurrection from the grave which leads to the altar, where the crucified and risen Lord gives 
us His own body and blood for our forgiveness and salvation.  
 
We began today by hearing the words from those who lined the road on that first Palm Sunday: 

“… crying out, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
even the King of Israel!’” (John 12:13)  

We join them every week as sing those very words in the “Sanctus” during the Service of the 
Sacrament, because every time we celebrate the Sacrament, Jesus is humbly and graciously 
coming to us in His very Body and Blood in, with, and under simple bread and wine. 
 
In the Procession of the Palms we’re among the crowds in joyous excitement and anticipation of 
Jesus’ humble entry into the Holy City. Humility was the trademark of Jesus earthly life and 
ministry. He was born in humility in Bethlehem and laid in a manger. Mary and Joseph offered 
the sacrifice of two turtledoves at Jesus’ presentation at the temple, which indicates that, being 
raised in the household of a carpenter, they were a poor family. (cf: Luke 2:22–24) In adulthood 
the Son of Man had nowhere to lay His head. (cf: Luke 9:58)  
 
In Jesus’ day, when a king would victoriously return from war, he would make a grand entrance 
into the city. While King Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem was fit for a king, He doesn’t ride seated 
on a mighty warhorse, but rides in humble majesty, looking more like a beggar than a King, 
seated a borrowed donkey. The King of Kings is not bringing the spoils of war, but His very own 
body to be spoiled upon the cross. In humility He was betrayed with a kiss, falsely accused, 
wrongfully sentenced, brutally mocked, painfully crucified. In humility the Son of God went 
from praise to passion. 
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Such humility is hard for sinful humans like you and me to understand. True humility isn’t part 
our human nature, even though Christ-like humility is supposed to be part of the Christian life. 
God’s Word encourages us toward humility with the benefits that He freely gives to the humble. 
In Psalm 25 we read: 

"9 [God] leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way." 
(Psalm 25:9)  

From Psalm 147: 
"6 The Lord lifts up the humble; he casts the wicked to the ground." (Psalm 
147:6)  

And from Psalm 149: 
"4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with 
salvation." (Psalm 149:4)  

In Proverbs 3: 
"34 Toward the scorners [God] is scornful, but to the humble he gives favor." 
(Proverbs 3:34)  

And in Proverbs 11: 
"2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom." 
(Proverbs 11:2)  

 
But God not only encourages us to humility, His Word also commands the Christian to live a life 
of humility. St. James writes: 

"10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you." (James 4:10)  
St. Peter writes: 

“Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’ 6 Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you.” (1 Peter 5:5–6)  

 
But the fact remains, for the natural man, putting on humility is difficult, if not impossible. In 
fact, like faith, humility comes only by the gracious work of the Holy Spirit because it goes 
against everything in your sinful nature. So, for the baptized believer, it’s important that you and 
I are frequently exhorted and encouraged toward humility toward others. It’s a repeated theme in 
the Bible and we hear it in our epistle reading today. St. Paul writes: 

"5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus.” 
(Philippians 2:5)  

 
Have this mind… a like-mindedness and humble-mindedness, in conformity to the example of 
Christ Jesus, the great pattern of humility and love. And yet, you and I don’t do it. We boast and 
brag and beam with pride as we grab for all the glory we can get. Unfortunately, humility is 
contrary to the world. The world praises self-promotion, self-confidence, and self-worth. But 
God’s Word calls the Christian to: 

“… walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 

with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love." (Ephesians 4:1–2)  

His Word says to: 
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"12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience." (Colossians 3:12)  

 
It says to: 

"3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves." (Philippians 2:3)  

 
Your personal value doesn’t come from within yourself. Your personal value is in Christ. Now, 
that doesn’t mean that parents shouldn’t encourage their children and teach them to work hard – 
but the Christian encourages their children differently from the world. For the greatest ‘esteem’ 
you can teach your children and have in yourself is that God esteems you in Christ. You are His 
child because He chose you and made you His own. And because He loves you so much, Christ 
Jesus willingly humbled Himself even unto death on the cross for you. (cf: Philippians 2:8)  
 
The greatest confidence you can instill in your children and onto those around you is the 
confidence that God loves you for Christ’s sake. Everyone else, including you yourself, will 
sooner or later let you down. But you can have sure and certain confidence in God for all things 
that pertain to your body and soul. The greatest worth that you have is the worth you have in 
God’s eyes. That worth isn’t temporary. It’s not subject to change. It’s not dependent on what 
you do or how well you do it, whether it be for you, your family, or for God. No, your worth in 
God’s sight is infinite.  
 
He sent His Son to take upon Himself all of your imperfections and sins, your infirmities, and 
iniquities, and to humble Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. Your forgiveness, life, and eternal salvation have been bought and paid for, not with gold 
or silver but Jesus’ holy precious blood and His innocent suffering and death. The greatest worth 
that you have is the worth you have in God’s eyes. You were clothed with the righteousness of 
Christ in Baptism, so now when God looks at you, He sees you how you are in Christ: perfect, 
holy, and without sin. 
 
Scripture tells us that it was necessary that Jesus go to Jerusalem to suffer, be killed and be 
raised on the third day. (cf: Luke 24:26) It was necessary – so Jesus set His face toward 
Jerusalem (cf Luke 9:51) and the cross at Mt Calvary. King Jesus didn’t come: 

“… to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 
10:45)  

 
As King Jesus humbly rode a donkey into the holy city of Jerusalem on the Sunday before His 
crucifixion, the people laid palm branches and their cloaks on the road before Him. Ironically, 
the crowds shouted “Hosanna!” which is an appeal for divine help, literally meaning: “save! 
help, we pray!” (ANLEX, 416) For they wished Jesus to save them – but – in four short days 
their about-face shouts of “crucify Him” would become the exact means by which Jesus 
answered their cries of Hosanna, saving all mankind from their sins, handing Himself over into 
death to pay the wages of sin and defeat death, the devil, and the grave, granting all believers:  

“… the free gift of God [which] is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
(Romans 6:23)  
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We call this week Holy Week, when our Lord went from praise to passion to save you and all 
mankind. That’s exactly why He went to Jerusalem. The temple altar in Jerusalem is where 
sacrifices were made… where innocent lambs were slaughtered and their blood shed in order to 
bring the forgiveness of sins. But this only pointed forward to Jesus the perfect Lamb of God 
who came to take away the sins of the world. His blood was shed on the altar of the cross, once 
for all, to make atonement for you and all mankind. (cf: Romans 6:10) His Passion is an infinite 
source of God’s mercy and grace. 
 
Do you lack Christ-like humility? Look to the Son of God: 

“Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he…” 
(Zechariah 9:9)  

It’s no coincidence that when we celebrate the Lord's Supper, we proclaim the Palm Sunday 
words, singing: “Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
(cf: Sanctus) Just as Christ rode triumphantly to sacrifice Himself on the altar of the cross so that 
He might give you the spoils of His victory over sin, death, and the grave, He comes to you now 
– for you and for your salvation. “Behold, your King is coming to you.” He’s here in His 
proclaimed Word. He speaks His forgiveness to you in His absolution, forgiving you of all your 
sins, especially your sins of coveting self-promotion, self-confidence, and self-worth. He comes 
to you in His very Body and Blood in the Sacrament to give to you all the blessings and benefits, 
all the forgiveness and salvation, that He won for you by His passion on the cross. 
 
He no longer comes seated on a donkey’s colt, but He still comes lowly and humbly in the 
simple means of His preached Word, in baptismal waters, and the bread and wine in the 
Sacrament of the Altar. He doesn’t make His divine means of grace outwardly appear fit for a 
king – but He fills those humble means with kingly, heavenly, eternal gifts. For He fills them 
with Himself – with the salvation He came to bring on the cross. 
 
“Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord. Blessed is the King of Israel” – 
our Lord Jesus Christ. He went from praise to passion in order that He might accomplish your 
salvation. And that’s why St. Paul exclaims: 

"9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." (Philippians 2:9–11)  

 
Amen. 
 
The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
 
 


