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Luke 13:1-9 (Ezekiel 33:7-20; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13)
REPENT AND BELIEVE IN THE GOSPEL.

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

It was a common belief two thousand years ago that any misfortune in a person’s life was a
direct result of their sin, and blessings were the welcome consequence of obedience to their god.
It’s sort of what people call karma today. It’s the idea that the universe somehow mysteriously
pours out justice, giving people what they have coming. They believe that if you pay it forward
and buy someone’s lunch today, the universe is now somehow tilted in your favor, and you can
expect to receive some sort of blessing in the near future. On the other hand, they believe, if you
treat someone badly, the universe is tilted against you, and you should have every expectation of
something bad coming your way. But in our Gospel text, Jesus sets the record straight.

The people come to Jesus with breaking news. Apparently, the troops under the direction of
Pontius Pilate murdered some Galileans during their worship and mixed their blood with the
blood of their sacrificial lambs. It would be like a mass shooting in a church today. Perhaps these
reporters hoped that Jesus would rebuke Pilate for his heinous sin of murder and desecration. But
more likely, the people were implying that the Galilean Jews who were murdered under Pilate
apparently had it coming. They must have been hypocritical sinners who were an abomination to
God.

Knowing what was in their hearts, Jesus doesn’t get caught up in the side issues of Pilate and the
murdered Galileans. He cuts right to the heart of the matter. Pilate’s victims were no more
wicked than any other Galileans. And by the way, those 18 people on whom the tower in Siloam
fell, they were no worse sinners than all the other people in Jerusalem. Jesus says:

“No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3)
In case they missed it the first time, Jesus repeats it saying:

“No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:5)

Tragedy and human suffering are not a sign of God’s judgement. Every ounce of tragedy and
human suffering is a call from God to repent. The presence of suffering, death, and calamity in
the world is the evidence that we live in sinful, deteriorating bodies, in a world that’s held in
bondage to sin and decay. At its root, sin is deeper than your thoughts, words, or deeds that
you’ve done wrong or left undone. It’s a deadly defilement woven into the very fabric of your
being.



Jesus is driving home an unpopular point. The wages of sin... any sin... bid sin or little sin...
original sin is indeed, eternal death. (cf: Romans 6:23) None of the people in our text, not you
and not me deserve anything good from God. Everyone deserves death. And unless Jesus returns
really soon, death will come for every one of us. It's only a matter of time. No one gets out alive.
Your only hope is repenting in faith and trusting in the Gospel. Your only hope is turning away
from your sin and turning to faith Christ Jesus.

The raw truth of God’s Word irritates believers. You want to believe that because you’re
Christian, God should love you more than the unbelievers. You think He should bestow more
favor upon you than He shows the rest of the world. That’s why God called His prophets and
apostles, just as He calls pastors today, to faithfully proclaim the whole council of His Word —
nothing more and nothing less — preaching the Law in its full sternness and the Gospel in its full
sweetness so that you repent and trust in Him for forgiveness and salvation.

In our Old Testament lesson, God called Ezekiel to warn the house of Israel to turn from their
evil ways and trust the Lord. If Ezekiel refused to speak God’s Word of warning, to turn from
their wicked ways or die — not only would the wicked die in their iniquity, but Ezekiel would
also be guilty of their deaths because he didn’t warn them with the Word of the Lord. So he
faithfully warned God’s people and he was delivered from death to life. (cf: Ezekiel 33:7-9)

In our Epistle reading, St. Paul is warning the Corinthian Christians to not become complacent in
their faith like the Old Testament Israelites did and were overthrown in the wilderness. (cf: 1
Corinthians 10:1-5) Paul knew that just as many Israelites lost their salvation because of their
unfaithfulness and false worship, Christians also face the danger of losing their salvation if they
chase after false gods, the pleasures of the flesh, and fail to live lives of repentance and faith
worked by the Holy Spirit. (cf: Lockwood, 1 Corinthians, Concordia Commentary, 326)

Jesus didn’t come to call the righteous but to call sinners to repentance. (cf: Luke 5:32)
Suffering, tragedy, and death in the world should remind you of your own sinfulness and need
for salvation. At a funeral it’s good, right, and salutary to grieve the death of a loved one or
friend, but it should also cause you to be outraged and grieve your own sinfulness. Repent.

Repentance isn’t reserved for only when you’ve done something wrong. Jesus is saying to repent
when any bad thing happens. Repent, because your day’s coming. Not because of some
particular sin, but because we’re all sinful. You need to repent, because, as I said earlier, unless
Jesus returns real soon, we’re all going die, and anyone who dies without repentance and faith
will die eternally.

Jesus illustrates the seriousness of the situation with the parable of the fig tree. The tree
should’ve been producing fruit for three years. Instead, it’s not only fruitless, it’s also taking up
valuable space. The owner tells the vinedresser to cut it down. But the vinedresser wants to give
the tree some more time. He says he'll dig around it and fertilize it, giving it one more chance to
bear fruit. So, they agree. If it doesn't produce by next year, then it’1ll be firewood.

Jesus’ point is that the people are like the fig tree. While you might look fine, you should be
bearing the fruits of repentance and faith. Without the fruits of repentance and faith, you’ll face



judgement. Thanks be to God that in His mercy, God the Father is providing more time for all
mankind to repent of their sin. The parable of the fig tree is stark reminder of our Old Testament
lesson where God says:

"I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from

his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways.” (Ezekiel 33:11)

You’re a Baptized child of God for whom Jesus shed His blood. Repent. Turn from your evil
ways and live. In our Epistle text St Paul says:
“Do not be idolaters...” (1 Corinthians 10:7)

“We must not indulge in sexual immorality...” (1 Corinthians 10:8)

“We must not put Christ to the test... nor grumble [against God] ...” (1
Corinthians 10:9-10)

“Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No
temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and
he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he
will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” (1
Corinthians 10:12—13)

God will provide the way for you to escape. And what does that escape look like? Turn, flee
from your sin, and repent. Just as Joseph fled Potiphar’s wife, turn and flee to God’s Word...
trust in God’s promises... fix your eyes upon Jesus.

In the original language the word repent means: “feel remorse, be converted, and change one’s
mind.” (BDAG. 640) It’s not like pill — like you a repentance pill for the temporary relief of your
guilt. Repentance is turning away from anything that’s not right in this world and in yourself, and
turning toward the One who can make all things right. It’s to flee from your rebellion against
God and trust in His good and gracious will for your life... trusting the in gifts that Christ won
for you on the cross. In temptation, turn around and fix your eyes upon Jesus the founder and
perfecter of your faith. (cf: Hebrews 12:2)

What do these fruits of repentance and faith look like? In turning to Jesus in repentance, you’re
called to live a life that produces the fruit that’s given you by the power of the Holy Spirit: love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. (cf: Galatians
5:22-23) St James says in his epistle that:

“... faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” (James 2:17)

It’s trusting in God so that you serve and love your neighbor just as God in Christ Jesus
continually serves and loves you. Be at peace with one another. Especially those who persecute
you. Give your tithes and offerings so that the Word of Christ can continue to be proclaimed. Do
acts of kindness and good deeds, especially to those in need. Your fruits of repentance and faith
are nothing other than the work of Christ Jesus. God doesn’t need your good works — but your
neighbor does. You’re connected to Christ, the True Vine, (cf: John 15:1) to bear fruit for your
neighbor, that the world may know the Father sent His Son.

When Jesus began His earthly ministry, He:



“... came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, ‘The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’”
(Mark 1:14-15)

The Gospel is Christ crucified for sinners such as you and me. In Baptism:
“[you have] been crucified with Christ. It is no longer [you]| who live, but Christ who
lives in [you]. And the life [you] now live in the flesh [you] live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved [you] and gave himself for [you].” (Galatians 2:20)

At the font, your heavenly Father bestowed upon you all the wonderful gifts that Christ won for
you on the cross: forgiveness, life, and salvation. Unlike a fig tree that bears no fruit, the dead
tree of the cross is different. It’s the only dead tree that bears life-giving fruit. Jesus, the Fruit of
Calvary’s cross, gives you eternal life. It’s Christ alone that is able to produce fruit acceptable to
the Father... and He did it all for you, making peace between God and you.

But like we heard in our epistle text, not even Baptism will save you if you reject God and His
precious means by which He intends to keep you alive — His Word and Sacrament. And here we
are. You have repented of your sins. You have been absolved. And you’ve heard His Gospel
proclaimed. The Fruit of the cross now bids you — come. Come to where our Lord is pleased to
feed you with His body and blood for the forgiveness of your sins and to strengthen your faith so
that you flee from unrighteousness, trusting in the God’s promise to deliver and strengthen you
to endure your temptations.

Jesus promises that the Last Day will not be a scary day of judgment for the faithful. (cf: John
5:24) As you wait for that day, continue to live a life of repentance and faith (cf: 2 Peter 3:9-14),
clinging to our Lord’s Word, treating each day as if it could be your last to receive His gift of
forgiveness and eternal life.

Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
Amen.



