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March 16, 2025 
Second Sunday in Lent 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church – Huber Heights, OH 
Pastor Joel Sutton 
 
Luke 13:31–35 (Jeremiah 26:8–15; Philippians 3:17 – 4:1) 
 
OUR LORD GATHERS US UNDER HIS WINGS. 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
In our Gospel lesson this morning it sounds as if Jesus is picking a fight with the Pharisees and 
King Herod. But as always, Jesus’ words are deliberate. He’s on His way to Jerusalem to suffer 
and die on the cross. God the Father’s plan of salvation for all mankind is right on course. The 
Father has sent His Son in the flesh of man to proclaim God’s Word and to do the Father’s will. 
In active obedience, the Lamb of God who has come to take away the sins of the world, goes 
uncomplaining forth toward Jerusalem. He knows exactly what’s going to happen. Nothing is 
going to distract or deter Him from accomplishing His goal of shedding His blood on Calvary’s 
cross for you and me. 
 
But why does Jesus seem so confrontational? Because that's a prophet's job. A prophet is called 
by God to be His spokesman and mouthpiece faithfully proclaiming God's Word – nothing more 
and nothing less. But Herod and the Pharisees are just like so many of the Old Testament 
Israelites. They don’t want to hear it. 
 
In our Old Testament lesson the Lord God sends His spokesman, Jeremiah, to call the people of 
Judah to repentance. (cf: Jeremiah 26:8–15) God commanded that Jeremiah not hold back but 
speak all the words that He commanded. He said for everyone to turn from their evil ways, and 
return to the Lord with their whole heart while there’s still time, or face certain destruction. But 
it wasn’t the message they wanted to hear.  
 
They wanted to shoot the messenger. They threatened to kill Jeremiah. Yet, their threats didn’t 
deter him. He was willing to die for proclaiming the truth that the Lord had sent him to speak. He 
continued to proclaim God’s Law in its full sternness, telling the people to mend their ways and 
obey the voice of the Lord. (cf: Jeremiah 26:13) However, the people refused to listen – so God 
kept His promise. He handed them over to the Babylonian army who destroyed them, the temple, 
and Jerusalem. (cf: Jeremiah 52:1–34) 
 
Just prior to our Gospel text, Jesus warned the people to repent or they, too, would perish. (cf: 
Luke 13:3, 5) He told them to strive to enter the kingdom of God through the narrow door or 
they would be shut out. (cf: Luke 13:24–28) But Jesus’ Word wasn’t what they wanted to hear. 
As He makes His way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem, 
some Pharisees come to Jesus with a warning. They tell Him: 

“Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” (Luke 13:31)  
 
On the surface, it seems that the Pharisees are sympathetic toward Jesus want to protect Him. 
And while some Pharisees would eventually come to faith, (cf: John 19:39; Acts 15:5) other 
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Pharisees would’ve been happy to help Herod kill Jesus. Jesus was a threat to their doctrine and 
authority. So perhaps their intent is to scare Jesus away, take His miracles and teachings 
somewhere else, out of sight and out of mind. While we don’t know exactly what their motive 
was, Jesus would not be diverted from His divinely appointed path of accomplishing God’s plan 
of salvation. Jesus tells the Pharisees: 

“Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and 
tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. 33 Nevertheless, I must go on 
my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a 
prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.’" (Luke 13:32–33)  
 

Jesus wasn’t afraid of the Pharisees or Herod. He’s on His way to be crucified and nothing is 
going to stop Him. But it sounds like Jesus took the time to pick a fight. In calling Herod a fox, 
Jesus speaks of Herod’s true character. He’s crafty, ruthless, and deadly toward his prey. Herod 
didn’t want to hear Jesus’ message. It’s the same message that John the Baptist preached when 
John accused Herod of adultery by marrying his brother’s wife. Herod had John arrested and 
beheaded. (cf: Luke 3:19–20, 9:9) Yet Herod’s threats and John’s murder wouldn’t deter Jesus.  
 
God promised to raise up a greater prophet than Moses, and Jesus is that Greater Prophet. (cf: 
Acts 3:22–23) Sometimes a prophet’s job is to be confrontational, to faithfully proclaim God's 
Law to those who have stone-cold hearts and are secure in their sins. The reign of God is in 
Christ Jesus in the flesh. (cf: Gibbs, Matthew 1:1–11:1, Concordia Commentary, 49) He didn’t 
come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. (cf: Luke 5:32) Repent and believe the 
Gospel or they will certainly perish. (cf: Mark 1:15)  
 
But the people didn't want to hear it. They didn't want to be confronted with their sin. They’d 
become quite comfortable with their false gods, sin, and unbelief. They didn’t want to be called 
to repentance. They didn't want to be warned about eternal damnation. And that's why in some 
cases case, God's Word and the prophet's Word, had to be so confrontational.  
 
In our Lutheran Service Book, hymn number 586, is Martin Franzmann’s great hymn, “Preach 
You the Word.” It’s a hymn often used for the ordination or installation of a pastor. The first 
stanza exhorts the pastor to: 
 Preach you the Word and plant it home 
      To men who like or like it not, 
 The Word that shall endure and stand 
     When flow’rs and men shall be forgot. (LSB 586) 
 
Our Lord God has instituted the Office of the Holy Ministry and entrusted His Word to pastors to 
faithfully preach Law and Gospel to those who like it and dislike it. Even when it sounds 
confrontational. Even when you don’t want to hear it. Long after the grass withers, the flower 
fades, and your name is no longer readable on your grave marker, the Word of our God will 
endure forever. (cf: Isaiah 40:8)  
 
Yet many pastors shrink from declaring the whole counsel of God’s Word because the people 
don’t want to hear it. (cf: Acts 20:27) Instead of proclaiming: “Thus saith the Lord,” they 
preach of a false god who is accepting of all evil desires, lifestyles, and sins. It might be a great 
way for the pastor to make friends – but it’s also a great way to lead their people astray into 
eternal damnation. By ignoring the truth of God’s Word, people wander off into myths that suit 
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their own desires. (cf: 2 Timothy 4:3–5) And God will hold the pastor accountable. (cf: Hebrews 
13:17; James 3:1) 
 
Maybe it only seems this way, but it looks like people today are more secure and public in their 
sins. They no longer call it “committing adultery” but a “weekend pass” or an “open 
marriage.” They no longer call it “fornication” but “friends with benefits” or “living together.” 
The murder of babies is called a choice. A physician murdering someone who no longer has the 
desire to live is called “medical aid in dying.”  
 
At any time of the day or night you can have violent crime, profanity, and pornography delivered 
to your smartphone or TV. Many have been deceived into thinking that the only way to survive 
in the world is to lie, cheat, and steal, just like everybody else. But God’s Word says that these 
things are sin and calls them to repentance. Yet many despise preaching and God’s Word – or 
feel no need to gather to hear God's Word or to receive His Sacrament. In his preface to his 
Small Catechism, Luther writes that:  

“… those who are unwilling to learn the catechism should be told that they 
deny Christ and are not Christians.” (SC, Preface, par. 11) 

And… “When someone does not seek or desire the Sacrament at least four 
times a year, it is to be feared that he despises the Sacrament and is not a 
Christian…” (SC, Preface, par. 22) 

 
Luther sounds confrontational. Just like God’s prophets, sometimes being confrontational is the 
pastor’s job. In our opening hymn you sang: 

The Law of God is good and wise 
    And sets His will before our eyes, 
Shows us the way of righteousness, 
    And dooms to death when we transgress. (LSB #579) 

 
God’s Law is good and wise. It’s His good and gracious will for how you should live your life. 
He’s the Creator – you’re His creation. You should fear His wrath and not do anything against 
His Commandments. But just as a child thinks they know more than mom and dad, the natural 
man believes he knows better than God. As soon as you hear the words “You shall do this…” 
and “You shall not do that…” you tune out God’s Holy Commands and tune in to something 
you’d rather hear. 
 
The people in Jeremiah and Jesus’ day were comfortable in their sin. They didn’t want to be 
called to repent. And so too in our day. We’ve become comfortable in our sin. Your conscience 
and mine have become so dull to the guilt of our sin, we don’t think twice about breaking God’s 
Commandments. You say: “Pastor, everybody’s doing it. It’s not that big of a deal. So, why are 
you being so confrontational?” 
 
Rather than repent and flee from your sinfulness, you’d sooner shoot the messenger because 
God’s Word is contrary to culture, and inconsistent with public opinion. We’ve allowed Satan 
and the world to intimidate and convince us that it’s more loving to overlook sin than to confront 
it. It’s easier to speak a word that people want to hear, rather than proclaim what God really says. 
 
Christ Jesus is the fulfillment of prophecy, the greater Prophet, the Messiah who came to gather 
all mankind together. He came to call the people to repentance… and then to speak His Word of 
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absolution, forgiving them of their sins. Like a hen gathering her chicks under her wings and a 
mother safeguarding her young, Jesus loved them and longed to gather and protect His people 
from the evil one. But they refused to hear His Word. They refused to repent of their sins. They 
rejected His love and nailed Him to a cross where He would lovingly pray: 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, Jesus still longs to gather all mankind together and protect them in 
His Church. He longs to give you His gifts won for you on the cross. He longs to feed you in 
Word and Sacrament. He has secured your citizenship in heaven… eternal life for all who 
believe. (cf: Philippians 3:20) In His great love and mercy, He was willing to suffer and die on a 
cross to save you. He has given you the gift of faith and the Holy Spirit in Baptism where you 
died to sin. And if you have died to sin, why would you want to still live in it? (cf: Romans 6:2) 
By daily contrition and repentance, drown your old self and die with all sins and evil desires, and 
arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. Upon your confession He is faithful 
and just to forgive you all of your sins.  
 
Jesus is a Prophet, like many of the Old Testament prophets, was killed in Jerusalem, but He’s 
more than a prophet. He’s your crucified and risen Savior who has chosen you and has: 

“… called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9) 
  
You no longer have to live as a citizen and slave off the world. Repent. Your citizenship is in 
heaven. Christ Jesus has gathered you as: 

“… members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone.” (Ephesians 2:20) 

 
Enabled by the Holy Spirit, St. Paul says you no longer are: 

“… children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, [you] are to grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ…” (Ephesians 4:14–15) 

 
You no longer need to fear the idle threats of the evil one and the pressures of culture and 
society. Let them do their worst because you confidently await the Last Day when: 

“… the Lord Jesus Christ… will transform [y]our lowly body to be like his 
glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to 
himself.” (Philippians 3:20–21) 

 
What God has to say isn’t always easy to hear – but the Gospel: 

“… is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes…” (Romans 
1:16) 

 
Amen. 
 
The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, 
Amen. 


