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Luke 9:28-36

LISTEN TO JESUS.

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Today, the Epiphany season reaches its climax as we celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration of
Our Lord. For the past seven weeks we’ve heard various ways that Jesus was manifest as the Son
of God in human flesh. On the First Sunday after the Epiphany we heard Him manifest as He
began His earthly ministry at the Jordan River. St. Luke writes that:

“... when Jesus... had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were

opened, ** and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and

a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well

pleased.’” (Luke 3:21-22)

How appropriate then, on this last Sunday of Epiphany, as Jesus is about to set His face toward
Jerusalem (cf: Luke 9:51) where He will endure God’s full wrath against the entire sin of all
mankind, we that we hear the same Voice, this time from a cloud overshadowing the Mount of
Transfiguration, manifesting the glory of Second Person of the Trinity, saying:

“This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” (Luke 9:35)

Our Gospel text begins in an awkward spot this morning with the words:
“Now about eight days after these sayings...” (Luke 9:28)
It’s awkward because you immediately wonder what was said eight days earlier. Well, about
eight days prior to our text Jesus asked His disciples:
“... who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”
(Luke 9:20)
It was Peter’s great confession that Jesus is the Christ — the long foretold of Messiah. But Jesus
continued to tell them of something that wouldn’t sound so great. He told them:
“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” (Luke
9:22)

And before they had a chance to digest Jesus’ words concerning His death and resurrection, He
followed it up by telling them the cost of discipleship saying:

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross

daily and follow me. ** For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever

loses his life for my sake will save it." (Luke 9:23-24)



Taking up your cross — or — bearing your cross and following Jesus is the cost of discipleship.
Bearing your cross is the cost of following the crucified and resurrected Christ and claiming Him
as your Savior. All of Jesus’ disciples, including you and me, will face lives of daily cross-
bearing — meaning — suffering opposition and hostility because of your faith in Jesus — suffering
all, even death, for your confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God in whom
He is well pleased.

Martyrdom may not be commonplace in the United States right now, but it’s coming. A Family
Research Council report identified 436 threats and/or acts of violence against church buildings in
2023. That’s more than double the amount reported the year before. Persecution is coming. You
have Jesus’ word.

(cf: https://www.frc.org/newsroom/frc-publishes-new-edition-of-hostility-against-churches-
report-indicating-a-doubling-of-attacks#gsc.tab=0)

About eight days after Jesus told His disciples these things He takes Peter, James, and John up
the mountain to pray. Little did they know that they’d be eyewitnesses to three manifestations of
God’s glory. First, Jesus’ transfiguration. His divine glory that has been hidden since conception,
now fully shines through His human flesh. His face is transformed, and His clothing becomes
dazzling white as mere clothing cannot contain the glory of God.

Secondly, God send Moses and Elijah, representing the Law and the Prophets, appearing in
glory, talking with Jesus about His coming departure, which in the original language is the word
“exodus.” Exodus literally means “going out.” (ANLEX, 156) You remember Moses’s great
exodus when He led the children of Israel going out of their slavery in Egypt. Jesus, Moses, and
Elijah are talking of Jesus’ greater exodus which He would accomplish on Calvary’s cross,
handing Himself over into death as sacrifice for the sins of the world. In His innocent suffering,
death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus leads all mankind, going out of the bondage of sin.

The third manifestation I mentioned earlier. God testifying to Jesus’ true identity. He’s God’s
own Son, His chosen One appointed before the creation of the world to be mediator between
God and man, reconciling mankind with the Father. (cf: 1 Timothy 2:5) And then Father places
an exclamation point on His testimony saying: “Listen to Him!” 1t’s an imperative that could
also be translated as: “continue always to listen to him!” (ct: Just, Luke 1:1-9:50, Concordia
Commentary, 401)

God doesn’t make suggestions. He gives divine commands. Continue always to listen to Jesus
and only to Jesus. St. John records in his Gospel that Jesus is the Word become flesh. (cf: John
1:1, 14) And you and I would do well to listen to the Word. To despise preaching and His Word
is sin. To avoid hearing what Jesus says and disobey His Word is a sin against the holy will of
God. To shut your ears to what the Son says is to shut your ears to what the Father says. (cf: John
10:25-30) Continue always to listen to Jesus.

With technology and social media, there’re many voices to listen to today: the voices of
newscasters, bloggers, songwriters, and others. Every one of them confesses their own
worldview. Even the atheist. So, whose confession are you listening to? Are you listening to



those who confess the Words of Jesus or the words of the evil one? Are they saying: “Thus says
the Lord,” (cf: Exodus 11:4; Judges 6:8) or are they saying: “Did God actually say...?” (cf:
Genesis 3:1) Are you listening to the voice that leads to eternal life or a voice that will lead you
back into the bondage of sin, death, and the power of the devil?

The last thing the devil and your old sinful flesh want is for you hold God’s Word as sacred, and
gladly hear and learn it. So he pulls out his big bag of tricks and deceptions and speaks into your
ear that some sins aren’t so bad and others are not really sins. He reminds you that your sins are
enjoyable and make you happy. He shows you that some of your sins seem beneficial in the
short-term. But the Word of the Lord — which you’re commanded to hear — declares that God
despises all sin. (cf: John 3:36) Certain sins might be enjoyable and others appear helpful, but
they’re still an offense to God. They seek to destroy your faith and lead you going out of eternal
life into eternal death and damnation.

The devil bombards your sinful nature with words and distractions to make God’s Word sound
monotonous and boring while making sin look all the more attractive. He accuses you of being
such an offense to God that God will never forgive you. And his voice, when compounded by a
weak faith that has not been properly fed by Word and Sacrament, is a recipe for a deep dark and
lonely despair.

As our world continues to become more corrupt, the devil showers you with voices saying that
God is dead. God doesn’t exist. God doesn’t care. When you suffer from broken relationships
and sickness of body and spirit, the old serpent uses your weakened and afflicted flesh to
proclaim that a loving God would never let His people suffer. When persecution for the faith
comes close to home as you bear you cross and follow and confess Christ crucified for sinners,
the old evil foe will do his worst to get you to deny your Savior.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, from a cloud overshadowing the mountain, God the Father
manifested the glory of His only begotten Son, saying:

“This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” (Luke 9:35)
Peter, James and John were witnesses to Jesus’ glorious transfiguration. It was so glorious that
Peter wanted to make three tents and prolong the mountaintop experience, but He doesn’t
understand. He only caught a glimpse of Jesus glory on the mountain top. Once Jesus gets to
Jerusalem, Peter will witness Jesus manifest His glory in its fullness in His bloody crucifixion
and death on the cross and on the third day, be raised from the dead.

It would be Jesus’ departure... His greater exodus by which He suffered and died to pay the
wages of your sins and was raised for your justification. (cf: Romans 4:25) In Baptism you were
united to His death and resurrection, making you His child and heir of His heavenly kingdom. By
His Word and Sacrament He leads you, going out of the bondage of your sin, death, the devil,
and the grave. He forgives you of your sins of not listen to Him but instead to the voices of the
world, the devil, and your sinful flesh. He forgives you of not holding His Word sacred and not
gladly hearing and learning it.

As sure as Peter, James and John were in the presence of the Lord and Moses and Elijah on the
Mount of Transfiguration, you are in the presence of the Lord in His Word and Sacrament today.



It’s good Lord to be here with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven as we laud
and magnify the Name of our Crucified, Risen and Ascended Lord.

When the voice of the evil one assaults you with tricks and deceptions and temptation, continue
always without ceasing to listen to Jesus who has declared victory over sin, death, the devil, and
the grave. When the ruler of darkness and your sinful flesh afflicts you with deep dark and lonely
despair, listen to Jesus, the Light of the world. He is:

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” (John

1:5)

When your adversary the devil brings suffering, disease, pain, grief, injury or declining health,
abide in that Voice which says:
“... if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, that where I am you may be also.” (John 14:3)

And when people hate you and exclude you and revile you on account of Jesus, count yourself as
blessed. (cf: Luke 6:22) Continue always to listen to Jesus and:

“Rejoice... and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven.” (Luke

6:23)
If they take your life in martyrdom, rejoice:

'S For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be

united with him in a resurrection like his."” (Romans 6:5)

The devil and the world cannot harm you, for Jesus says:
“... behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20)

Fellow Baptized believer in our crucified and risen Lord, continue always to listen to Jesus. He is
your exodus. He is your way out, going out of the bondage of this sinful life into a new life in
Him.
“[He is] the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through [Him]."” (John 14:6)

At times, it seems as if the hardships of this fallen world will never end, and that taking up your
cross daily and follow Jesus is too difficult. But your Savior has prepared the way. In His exodus
He has suffered for you and with you. The writer to the Hebrews says:

"I5 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our

weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet

without sin. '° Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace,

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need." (Hebrews

4:15-16)

Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
Amen.



