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Luke 9:37–43; 11:14–23  
 
THE HAND OF THE LORD WHO CASTS OUT DEMONS 
 

(adapted from: “The Hand of the Lord” Resources for Lent and Easter Preaching and Worship, 
© 2025 Concordia Publishing House) 

 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
In six days the hand of the Lord created all things visible and invisible. Having finished His work 
of creation and seeing that the work of His hand was very good, He rested on the seventh day, 
blessed it, and made it holy. (cf: Genesis 1:31–2:3) Among the invisible elements of creation are 
God’s angels who were created to act as His messengers, and to worship and praise Him. 
Unfortunately, about one-third of those angels were led into rebellion by the devil, and with the 
devil were cast out of heaven. (cf: Revelation 12:4) These are the evil spirits that we sometimes 
call demons. Since the devil is not omnipresent, he uses his demonic hosts to execute his will to 
tempt, deceive, and victimize people in hopes of bringing them to eternal damnation. They 
remain loyal to the devil and carry out his evil schemes to oppose God.  
 
Scripture doesn’t tell exactly how long after God rested on the seventh day that the crafty serpent 
slithered into the Garden of Eden to tempt our ancestors Adam and Eve. The book of Genesis 
doesn’t explicitly say that the serpent was indeed the devil; however, the New Testament pulls 
back the curtain to expose that it was the devil all along who appeared in the form of a serpent. 
(cf: Romans 16:20; Revelation 12:9, 20:2) 
 
The devil set the pattern of attack for his demonic hordes. They deny the truth of God’s Word. 
They deny the reality of death. And they appeal to human vanity and pride by suggesting that we 
can become like God or be gods. (Genesis 3:1–5) They work by lying, deceit, and oppression, 
and when the opportunity arises, they possess and take over a person’s body.  
 
We see this in our Gospel lesson tonight as an exasperated father comes to Jesus, pleading on 
behalf of his demon-possessed son. The demon convulsed him, made him cry out, and wouldn’t 
let him go. Jesus’ disciples tried to cast out the demon but had no success. As they brought the 
boy to Jesus, the demon threw the boy to the ground in front of Jesus and convulsed him. But at 
the rebuke of Jesus’s Word, the demon was cast out of the boy. St. Mark says that after casting 
out the demon, the hand of the Lord lifted him up and he arose. (cf: Mark 9:27–29) By their own 
hands, the disciples were no match for the demon. But as St. Mark says, this kind of demon must 
be driven out with hands folded in prayer.  
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Jesus would soon send out the seventy-two, two by two, into every town and place where He 
Himself was about to go. He gave them the authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and cast 
out demons. (cf: Luke 10:1–20) When they returned, they marveled at the work of their hands. 
Yet Jesus warned them not to marvel. The seventy-two’s power of casting out of demons only 
comes by the hand of the Lord. The greater thing to marvel at is that their names are written in 
heaven. Even while casting out demons, the devil is in the details. While marveling at 
themselves, they’re taking their eyes off God’s work, which opens the door for the devil to plant 
seeds of false pride and merit. 

“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall." (Proverbs 
16:18) 

The devil’s power is not to be trifled with.  
 
The mighty hand of the Lord has come in the flesh of man to defeat the devil and free people 
from his grasp. Jesus comes to do what no mere man can do. So you’d think that the people 
would’ve gladly greeted the One who has power over the devil and his minions. But that wasn’t 
the case. They accuse Him of casting out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons. (cf: Luke 
11:14–15) But it is ridiculous to say that the devil would cast out his own demonic forces. A 
house divided against itself cannot stand. (cf: Luke 11:17) But the real problem was that the 
religious leaders were threatened by Jesus’ power and authority. They were so deceived by the 
powers of the devil that they couldn’t see what was happening right before their eyes. That 
people in bondage to the devil were being set free. 
 
Unfortunately, you and I underestimate the devil’s powers of temptation and deception. It’s been 
going on ever since Adam and Eve listened to the voice of the serpent instead of God Himself. 
The evidence is in your actual sins. You want to have everything your way and take everything 
into your own hands – but eventually you suffer the consequences of wanting to be your own 
god. You can’ t break free from your bondage to sin, death, and the devil. Not by any might of 
your own or with your hands. When you continue to give in to the devil’s power and deceptions, 
you fall further down into his hands of oppression. You’re on your way to receiving the devil’s 
fate – eternal death and damnation. God originally created hell for the devil and his minions – 
not for humans. (cf: Matthew 25:41) But those who reject our holy God and His work of 
salvation have turned from God have become children of the devil and will suffer his same fate 
in the eternal fires of hell. 
 
Jesus says that the devil is like a strong man. No one around can match his strength and he clings 
tight to all of his possessions. You cannot escape by your might. The devil and his kingdom are 
simply too strong. That is, until they come up against the finger of God.  
 
The psalmist speaks of the works of the finger of God to describe creation. (cf: Psalm 8:3) The 
finger of God is also how God inscribed His Ten Commandments in the tablets of stone. (cf: 
Exodus 31:18) In other words, the finger of God is His Word. By His Word, He created 
everything. By His Word, He gave His Law to Moses. Jesus is the Word become flesh. At Jesus’ 
Word, the demons are cast out. (cf: Luke 11:20) At His Word, demons shudder and flee. It only 
takes the finger of God for the devil’s kingdom of tyranny to come crashing down. 
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Unlike Adam and Eve, Jesus did not cave in to the devil’s temptation in the wilderness. He is the 
Stronger Man who has overpowered the strong devil in order to plunder his house. Christ Jesus 
has the upper hand on the devil in order to rescue you and me sinners out from under the devil’s 
tyranny. That is just what God did in Christ when He came casting out demons. The devil is no 
match for the Son of God. He’s done it all by the finger of God. 
 
Christ Jesus has bound the devil by keeping God’s Law perfectly and suffering His entire wrath 
against all sin in your stead and in mine. On the cross He crushed the head of the crafty serpent, 
defeating sin, death, and the devil for you. He plundered you out of the strong man’s house in the 
waters of Baptism, where God planted faith and Holy Spirit in you, forgiving you all your sins, 
and making you His own child in His household of faith. You can cast all your anxieties upon 
Christ. He’ll protect you, and no one can snatch you out of His hand. (cf: John 10:28)  
 
Indeed, the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. (cf: 1 Peter 5:6–
11) Getting too close to him is extremely dangerous. But he is bound. His time is short. He has 
been defeated. You are under the mighty hand of God. The devil cannot harm you because the 
Lord holds you. The devil can oppress you in trials and tribulations but for the baptized child of 
Christ, you cannot be possessed. You belong to Christ and have been sealed by the Holy Spirit in 
Baptism. (cf: Ephesians 1:13) For by the finger of God, Jesus has defeated the strong man and 
plundered his goods in order to rescue you and place us under the mighty and protective hand of 
God. 
 
Amen. 
 
The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
 
 


