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Luke 2:22-33 (Hebrews 2:14—18)
LORD, LET US NOW DEPART IN PEACE.

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Our Scripture readings for every Sunday of the Church Year are listed in what’s called a
Lectionary. In the very front of your hymnal you can find a collection of lectionaries. The
Church Year is also filled with special observances that we call feast and festival days. When a
feast or festival day lands on a Sunday, we typically observe the feast or festival day instead of
the regularly appointed text for that day. And today is one of those days.

Today is a special day — and I don’t say that because it’s Groundhog Day. Today is the fortieth
day after Christmas. Every year on February 2nd, the Church remembers the “Purification of
Mary and the Presentation of our Lord.” Y ou might remember that we just had today’s Gospel
text four weeks ago on the First Sunday after Christmas. But since the fortieth day after
Christmas is on a Sunday, I have the opportunity to preach on a different aspect of the same text.

So, you ask, “What’s so special about the purification of Mary and the presentation of our
Lord?” The short answer is — Mary and Joseph come to the temple to perform their duties
according to God’s ceremonial Law, and by doing so, the forty-day-old Jesus is keeping God’s
Law for you. Behind the scenes, God is working to fulfill Old Testament prophecy and save all
mankind from sin.

According to Levitical Law, (cf: Leviticus 12:1-8) a woman who had given birth to a son is
unclean and must be purified on the fortieth day following childbirth. As the head of the
household, it’s Joseph’s responsibility to see to it that Mary’s purification is carried out and to
provide the necessary sacrifices for her.

Also, according to the Law, every first-born male of both men and animals belong to the Lord
and are to be presented to Him on the fortieth day following their birth as a memorial of the
Exodus and the Passover. (cf: Exodus 13:1-13) On that first Passover night, the angel of the
Lord went through Egypt killing all the firstborn males — while at the same time — God redeemed
the firstborn of the Israelites from death when He saw the blood of a sacrificial lamb smeared on
the doorposts of their houses. Going forward God said:

“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb

among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” (Exodus 13:2)

Mary and Joseph were an ordinary, poor, peasant couple. The Law states that the sacrifice for
purification was a lamb and a pigeon. (cf: Leviticus 12:6; Numbers 8:14—19) Because they



couldn’t afford a lamb, they brought the alternate offering of a pair of turtledoves or two young
pigeons. (cf: Leviticus 12:8; Luke 2:24) Yet on a theological level, no lamb was necessary. Mary
is presenting the forty-day-old Lamb of God in the temple who will take away the sins of the
world. He would be the Offering to end all offerings. In Him, the Law would be fulfilled. But our
Lord’s time had not yet come. His sacrificial bloodshed on the altar of the cross would have to
wait until He had fulfilled all righteousness.

It’s fair to guess that Mary and Joseph are just like any other parents of a newborn. Parents have
hopes and dreams for their children. They want what’s best for them. They want them to be
healthy and happy. Christian parents want their children to grow up in the true faith, marry a
Christian spouse, and have lots of faithful children. Parents hope and pray that their children
won’t break their own parental hearts. That regardless of their child’s age, that God would
protect them from all harm and danger. That they make good decisions, hang out with godly
friends, resist addictive substances, and flee the temptations of the flesh. Depending on the
political climate of the day, some parents pray that their child will never be sent off to war.

Unlike you and me, Mary and Jospeh were given a prophetic glimpse into their firstborn Son’s
future. The righteous and devout Simeon tells them:

“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for

a sign that is opposed 3 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also),

so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” (Luke 2:34-35)

How did Simeon know? It wasn’t a lucky guess. God always does all the work. The Spirit had
promised Simeon that he would see the fulfillment of all God’s promises made to Israel with his
own eyes before he dies. He would see the fulfillment in the coming of the Christ. Simeon didn’t
go out trying to find Jesus. Jesus came to him. And then — it happened. Simeon witnessed God in
the flesh of man. He took the Christ Child up in his arms and begins to pray... praying to the
Child in his arms, saying:
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation... a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” (Luke 2:29-32)

Simeon is ready to die. He’s ready die in peace. He regards death better than life, and calls his
death and departure from this world a departure in peace for he knows that for those who
believe, death is the gateway to eternal life. His treasure is in heaven. He desires to be peacefully
released from this life and join the life to come in heaven where he and all who die in Christ will
live in perfect peace for all eternity.

So: “What’s so special about the purification of Mary and the presentation of our Lord?” What
does this mean? Why should you care? I'll tell you why should you care. You should care
because by nature, you’re sinful and unclean. Apart from the perfect life and death of Christ
Jesus, you are an enemy of God. If you are to depart this life in peace... if you hope to pass
through death into eternal life, you need a Savior.

You should care because it was for you that Christ Jesus entered human history at a specific time
and place — but He won’t live the version of happiness that we desire for our children. His life



will be short as He gives His life for the life of the world. He won’t be safe from harm. He’ll
hang out with addicts, abusers, thieves, and prostitutes. And He’ll be sent off to wage a war
where He’ll suffer a bloody gruesome death — while winning victory over sin, death, the devil,
and the grave.

You should care because God loves you so much that He sent His Son into the world to fulfill all
the Law and Prophets. Though Christ Jesus was rich, for your sake He became poor, so that by
His poverty, you might become rich. (cf: 2 Corinthians 8:9) The writer to the Hebrews says:

“... [Jesus] himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he

might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, > and

deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.”

(Hebrews 2:14-15)

What does this mean? Again, the writer to the Hebrews says:
“... [Jesus] had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might
become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make
propitiation for the sins of the people.” (Hebrews 2:17)

Christ Jesus, the holy One of God, who was and still is a real human being, has shared in every
aspect of human life, including the temptation to sin. He is your merciful and faithful High Priest
who offered up His own holy body and blood as your sacrificial offering, making peace between
God and you, providing you forgiveness of sins, life, and eternal salvation. He is the very One
who replaces the temple and the temple sacrifices. He humbles Himself completely for the sake
of you and me sinners, being born in the flesh of man, placing Himself under the Law so that He
might redeem us from the curse of the law. Even submitting to the humiliating rite of
presentation in the temple.

You should care that although Mary and Joseph paid the redemption price according to the Law,
Jesus remains set apart. His whole life is consecrated to serving God the Father, which in turn, is
serving you and me and all mankind. The forty-day-old Jesus who was presented at the temple,
fulfilling the Law, is the Christ, the Messiah, the Lamb of God who remains the faithful great
High Priest who would thirty some years later present Himself again in Jerusalem, handing
Himself over to death... sacrificing Himself upon the altar of the cross... offering up the perfect,
once-for-all sacrifice that redeems all of mankind. (cf: Hebrews 7:27)

Jesus is your substitute. In perfect submission to the Father’s will, He has won victory over sin,
the power of death, and the devil, by making propitiation for your sins — meaning — He declares
you not guilty of your sin, He clothes you with His righteousness, and reconciles you with the
Father.

This means that you no long need fear death and those who can kill the body but cannot kill the
soul. (cf: Matthew 10:28) Like Simeon, you have the Holy Spirit given you in Baptism. By faith,
your eyes see your salvation in Jesus’ body and blood each time to partake of the Lord’s Supper.
This means that every time you leave the Lord’s Table, along with Simeon you can proclaim:
“Lord, now let your servant depart in peace.” Your eternal treasure is in heaven where:



“[Jesus] will wipe away every tear from [your] eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:4)

For those who believe, death is the gateway to eternal life. As far back as the fourth century, the
words of Simeon’s prayer, what we call the Nunc Dimittis, served as the bedtime prayer of God’s
people. Christians prayed these words before closing their eyes each night. If you go to sleep
ready for death, when death finally comes, it’ll no different from going to sleep, because for
those who believe, death is the gateway to eternal life and eternal peace.

One last thought on why you should care. Even though your works and deeds don’t count
toward your righteousness, it’s God’s good and gracious will that you strive to keep His
Commandments. In our Collect of the Day we prayed:
Almighty and ever-living God, as Your only-begotten Son was this day
presented in the temple in the substance of our flesh, grant that we may be
presented to You with pure and clean hearts...

God loves you so much that He sent His Son to be your complete substitute in every aspect of
your life, from cradle to grave. As we heard in our Epistle:

“For because [Jesus] himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help

those who are being tempted."” (Hebrews 2:18)

When you face temptation and tribulation, flee to Jesus in prayer, for He is able help you in your
temptation. St Paul writes:
"34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who
was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us."
(Romans 8:34)

Did you hear that? Indeed... Jesus is interceding for you. He is able to help you in your
temptation. God grant that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may be presented to God with
pure and clean hearts, living in righteousness and purity until pass through death into eternal life.

Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
Amen.



