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The Baptism of our Lord Sunday 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church – Huber Heights, OH 
Pastor Joel Sutton 
 
Romans 6:1–11 (Luke 3:15–22) 
 
BAPTISM IS A BIG DEAL 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Monday evening a few brave souls came out in the snow and cold as we celebrated the Epiphany 
of our Lord, the day the Church remembers wise men coming from the east to worship the 
newborn King of the Jews. (cf: Matthew 2:1–12) The word Epiphany means “to reveal, 
manifest, or become apparent.” (BDAG, 385) During the season of Epiphany our Gospel 
lessons will focus on Jesus’ true identity being revealed, His true identity as God and Savior of 
the world in the flesh of man.  
 
Today, we hear Jesus’ identity being revealed in His Baptism. He comes to the Jordan River to 
be numbered with sinners, even though He has committed no sin. After being Baptized and while 
Jesus was praying, the gate to heaven is opened. It’s an epiphany. Jesus’ true identity is made 
manifest. The child, born of a virgin, is God’s own Son. He’s visibly anointed by the Holy 
Spirit… anointed as Messiah and Savior of all mankind. And like any proud earthly father, God 
the Father in heaven proclaims the consequence of Jesus’ coming work of salvation saying: 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” (Luke 3:22) 
 
The presence of the Father and the Spirit at Jesus’ Baptism affirms that Jesus is the Son of God 
and that He’s worthy to be your Substitute, accomplishing your salvation and the salvation of all 
mankind. His water Baptism in the Jordan was the beginning of His journey to His bloody 
baptism on Calvary’s cross (cf: Luke 12:50) where every bit of the Father’s wrath against your 
sin was poured onto the Son as Jesus willingly poured out His blood for you. 
 
Once upon a time someone asked me: 
“Why do you Lutherans make such a big deal about Baptism?”  
The answer is quite simple. We make a big deal about Baptism because – the Bible teaches that 
Baptism is a big deal! But Satan and our sinful nature wants us to believe otherwise. We’re 
suddenly tempted to become book editors.  
 
A book editor is a gatekeeper of sorts, between the writer and the audience. An editor examines 
and scrutinizes the manuscript. They refine it and enhance it to make the book more appealing to 
the audience. You and I, as book editors, as sinners, look at God’s Word and we scrutinize it, and 
we refine it and enhance it to make it more appealing to us. When we’re done, the things in 
Scripture that God says are important and a big deal, have become nothing more than trivial 
notations and footnotes at the bottom of the page. 
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We’re just like our ancestors Adam and Eve. When God gives us His Word, like: 
“You can eat from any of these trees except that one right there…” (cf: Genesis 2:16–17) 

… we put on our editor’s hat and think: 
“Why would God say that? He must be hiding something from me. He can’t really 
mean that I’ll die.” 

 
So we redraft and rephrase God’s Word to make it more palatable and comfortable… make it 
more appealing. Then, we have the audacity to believe that our words are more powerful than 
God’s Word that was inspired by the Holy Spirit. We put our stamp of approval on our version 
of the Bible and send it off to the publisher. We have become our own God, determining what is 
good and what is evil with our own version of the Bible. 
 
Calling the sinful nature a figurative “book editor” might seem a bit silly, but how often have 
you quoted Satan, saying: 

“Did God actually say…” (Genesis 3:1)  

Did God actually say that I must not talk about others behind their backs? (cf: 
Romans 1:29) 

Did God actually say that I must honor and obey my government even when they 
don’t obey their own laws that they want me to obey? (cf: Romans 13:1) 

Did God actually say: no sex outside of marriage? (cf: Matthew 5:28) Why 
should God care. I’m not hurting anyone else. 

Did God actually say: this is my body… this is my blood? (cf: Matthew 26:26–28) 
 
Every time we read God’s Word or hear it preached, the devil, the world, and your sinful flesh 
tempt you to add to the Word, take from it, or massage the meaning in a way that God never 
intended. In your quest to be like God or be our own god, you and I allow our human reason and 
logic to take precedence over God Himself.  
 
And that takes me back to the question: 

 “Why do Lutherans make such a big deal about Baptism?”  
We make a big deal about Baptism because God’s Word says Baptism is a big deal. Jesus says: 

"16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved…” (Mark 16:16)  
 
God promises that, in Baptism, you’re given faith, the Holy Spirit, forgiveness of sins, and 
eternal salvation. (cf: Acts 2:38–39; Galatians 5:5) You’re born again, regenerated, and an heir 
of God’s heavenly kingdom. (cf: Romans 8:16–17; Titus 3:5) 
 
Regardless of how educated you and I may be, we cannot understand the power of Baptism. You 
might not think it sounds sensible or plausible. You might be tempted to massage and edit 
Scripture until Baptism is divorced from its power. But God’s Word has already spoken, and His 
Word doesn’t change. (cf: Isaiah 40:8) 
 
Scripture is filled with baptismal imagery so mankind cannot miss its importance. And it starts in 
the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth: 
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“The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.” (Genesis 
1:2) 

 
Foreshadowing Baptism, the Holy Spirit hovered over the waters making them fertile so that 
they would bring forth living creatures. (cf: Genesis 1:20) This same Holy Spirit hovers within 
the waters of Baptism bringing forth a rebirth and new life to the child of God. (cf: John 3:3)  
 
Jesus came to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. But just as many things in Scripture don’t 
make sense to us, baptizing Jesus didn’t make sense to John. John wanted to refuse. Jesus was 
mightier than he. John’s Baptism was a Baptism of repentance and Jesus was without sin. But 
rather than let John’s logic and rational edit Scripture so it made sense, St. Matthew records that 
Jesus said: 

“Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
(Matthew 3:15) 

 
And the sinless Son of God received John’s Baptism meant for sinners because He would 
become the sin-bearer of mankind. 

“For our sake [God] made [Jesus] to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

 
It’s not only Lutherans who think Baptism is a big deal. Jesus thinks Baptism is a big deal. 
Before He ascended into heaven, He told His disciples: 

“[While you are going] … make disciples of all nations…” (Matthew 28:19) 
 
And how does He want you to make disciples? Jesus says: 

“… baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that [Jesus has] commanded you.” 
(Matthew 28:19–20) 

 
St Paul writes to Titus that in Baptism: 

“… [Jesus] saved us… according to his own mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.” (Titus 3:5) 

 
In his first letter, St Peter compares the great flood in Noah's day to Baptism. He writes: 

“… eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which 
corresponds to this, now saves you…” (1 Peter 3:20–21) 

 
And finally, in our Epistle text, St Paul describes how we receive the benefits of Christ Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. He writes: 

"3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united 
with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his." (Romans 6:3–5)  
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Your sinful book editing nature will tempt you to add to and subtract from God’s Word 
concerning Baptism. Others have already made Baptism into man’s work of obedience to God. 
But God’s Word has already spoken. Baptism is not man’s work, but a treasure of God given to 
man to be grasped by faith in the very same way that redemption by Jesus’ death on the cross is a 
treasure to be grasped by faith. (cf: LC IV 37) 
 
Jesus has put His Word of promise in the water. Faith takes hold of Christ where He has 
promised to be. To trust in Baptism is to trust in Christ, who saves you through the washing He 
has joined to His Word.  
 
Like Christ Jesus' Baptism, your Baptism was Trinitarian. You were united with Christ and given 
the gift of the Holy Spirit so that God the Father says of you: "You are my beloved child, with 
whom I am well pleased.” And that’s what God the Father sees when he looks at you. Jesus came 
into the world to redeem sinners such as you and me. His death on the cross accomplished your 
salvation and His resurrection was proof that God accepted His sacrifice. In Baptism the Holy 
Spirit joined you to Christ Jesus… adopting you into the heavenly family… covering you with 
the righteousness of Christ. When God looks at you – He sees Jesus. He sees Jesus standing in 
baptismal waters, taking upon Himself all your sins and iniquities and putting them to death. 
 
Baptism is a really big deal. Unfortunately some are tempted to use their baptismal grace as 
license to sin. [Sarcasm on] “Hey, God’s going to forgive me. Right? I like to sin, and He likes 
to forgive. We make a great team!” [ Sarcasm off] 
 
St. Paul exhorts us saying: 

“Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we 
who died to sin still live in it?" (Romans 6:1–2)  

 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, repent and flee from your sin. Repent and receive Christ Jesus’ 
forgiveness. Repent and remember God’s promises made you in Baptism. Christ has united you 
to Himself: 

“… the life [you] now live in the flesh [you] live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved [you] and gave himself for [you]…” (Galatians 2:20) 

“… consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 6:11) 
 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, God enables you to live in the freedom of His grace. 

"6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ." (Philippians 1:6)  

 
Amen. 
 
The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
 
 


