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Luke 4:16-30 (1 Corinthians 12:12-31)
TODAY THE SCRIPTURE IS FULFILLED IN YOUR HEARING

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Our Gospel text this morning is quite instructive for all who like to skip attending church,
gathering with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and being fed in Word and Sacrament. St.
Luke tells us that when Jesus returns to His hometown of Nazareth:
“... as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day...” (Luke
4:16)

On the Sabbath day Jesus goes to worship. It’s what He does. It’s His custom. He doesn’t take
the day off to work on home projects. He doesn’t go fishing. He doesn’t worship all by Himself.
No. It’s His custom to gather with God’s people in God’s house to hear God’s Word proclaimed.
He does it because it’s important. It’s His habit that He keeps throughout His life and so should
we.

One reason for this is, while Jesus was born without sin, He still suffered all the temptations and
attacks that the devil and the world could throw at Him. So He knew how important is was to
stay connected to God in the preaching of His Word and in the fellowship of the believers in
worship. So if God Himself believed attending worship was that important, how much more
important is regular attendance in worship for miserable sinners such as you and me who’re not
only under attack from the devil and the world, but also the attack of our own sinful flesh?

It’s what Christians do. They go to worship. And this isn’t a Law statement. Showing up to
worship isn’t a good work that you do. No, it’s a Gospel statement. Christian worship is a
blessed gift given you by God. Writing in His Large Catechism on keeping the Sabbath day holy,
Martin Luther says:

“Whenever God’s Word is taught, preached, heard, read, or meditated upon,

then the person, day, and work are sanctified [made holy]. This is not because

of the outward work, but because of the Word, which makes saints of us all.

Therefore, I constantly say that all our life and work must be guided by God’s

Word, if it is to be God-pleasing or holy. Where this is done, this commandment

is in force and being fulfilled.” (LC, art. iii, par. 92)

Following Jesus’ forty-day temptation by the devil in the wilderness, He went into Galilee where
He taught in their synagogues and gained a great reputation as a preacher. (cf: Luke 4:14—15) On
this particular Sabbath in our text, the hometown Preacher, Jesus, was invited to come forward to



read from the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll, He began to read from chapter 61 where the
prophet writes:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, '’ to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19 quoting Isaiah 61:1-2)

Isaiah was prophesying about the coming Messiah who would have the authority to speak for
God and to forgive His people of their sins. And as the people anxiously waited for Jesus to
expound on the text — He finally gives His interpretation of Isaiah saying:

“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:21)

Anointed with the Holy Spirit in His Baptism, Jesus announces that He is the fulfillment of
Isaiah’s prophesy. He is the Messiah, present among them and doing all that Isaiah foretold of
Him. At first the people admired the beauty and eloquence of Jesus’ words. But slowly... it
began to sink in. “Wait a minute. Isn’t this Joseph’s illegitimate Son? God hasn’t appointed
Him. He grew up down the street. He can’t be the Savior we 've been waiting for. He’s one of
us!”” The mood in the synagogue quickly changed from amazement to outrage as the people
believed that Jesus blasphemed the holy name of God.

They’d heard stories of Jesus’ miracles. If He performed them in Capernaum, why wouldn’t He
perform a few of them in Nazareth. They want to see them for selfish reasons. Whereas Jesus’
miracles are signs that point to the fact that He is indeed the greater Prophet, the Messiah who
brings God’s new era a salvation with Him. So His only miracle for them was exposing the
unbelief in their hearts.

His own people will not receive Him. (cf: John 1:11) What happens here in Nazareth is only a
foretaste of the rejection to come in Jerusalem on the cross. Jesus of Nazareth, God’s Prophet,
was not welcome in His hometown. (cf: Luke 4:23-24) These are God’s people awaiting the
Messiah — but their hearts are hard. Jesus would save His miracles for the Gentiles who’d be
more receptive to God’s Word.

Jesus reminds them of Elijah and Elisha who were well known for their teaching and miracles.
But in days of calamity, they, too, were not welcome in Israel. So, God sent Elijah to a Gentile
widow in Zarephath where He miraculously provided food for the widow and her son. (cf: 1
Kings 17:8-16) And in the days of Elisha, many Israelite lepers were dying. But Elisha was only
sent to heal Naaman the Syrian. (cf: 2 Kings 5:1-14) These prophets could’ve performed many
more miracles. But that’s not why God sent them. They were sent to proclaim God’s Word.

God’s blessings come by faith alone. And these people of Nazareth lacked faith. Jesus is the
Light of the world. They preferred living in darkness. Jesus has the Words of eternal life. They
only wanted miracles. And when Jesus offered them the truth of His Word — it only made them
furious. They rejected Him and drove Him to the brow of a hill where they planned to throw Him
to His death. (cf: Luke 4:28-29) But Jesus’ hour had not yet come. Ironically, it was on that
brow of the hill that Jesus gave the crowds the miracle they wanted. Our text says:

“But passing through their midst, [Jesus] went away.” (Luke 4:30)



Scripture doesn’t record exactly how Jesus escaped. But on that hill, the executioners lost the
battle — and Jesus lived to die another day. It would be on another hill, Mt Calvary, that Jesus
would willingly suffer and die on a cross. To those gathered on that Good Friday, it appeared
that Jesus had lost the final battle. The people mocked Him, telling Him to save Himself. (cf:
Luke 23:36-38) But in His suffering and death, Jesus declared victory over sin, death, and the
devil. In raising Him from the dead, the Father accepted His Son’s atoning sacrifice, declaring
you not guilty of your sin — and giving Him:

“All authority in heaven and on earth...” (Matthew 28:18)
... fulfilling Isaiah’s prophesy.

The people of Nazareth who knew Jesus the best could only see Him as a local citizen. They
refused to see Him as their Savior who could give citizenship into heaven. They were impressed
while Jesus was preaching what they wanted to hear, but when His message was contrary to their

desires, their marveling moved to madness. They were oppressed and captive by their temporal
life.

And that is the devil’s desire for you. He wants to move you from faith to fury. It’s easy to be
grateful for God’s blessings when the going is good. But when the going gets tough, like those
gathered in Nazareth, you and I think we know better than God. When God doesn’t provide what
you think He should, you get angry and wish to throw your faith over a cliff. God’s Word is able
to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. (cf: 2 Timothy 3:15) But there’re
times when you don’t desire God’s Word. You desire the things of the world.

As is Jesus’ custom, He is present with us this morning and wherever two or three are gathered
in His name. He’s present wherever His Gospel is purely proclaimed and His Sacraments are
administered according to His Word. While there’re many other places you might wish to be,
and there are other things you’d rather hear, Jesus comes to you here with the Words of eternal
life. (cf: John 6:68) He comes to you here to forgive all your sins... your sins of despising
preaching and His Word... your sins of being indifferent toward Him.

Christ Jesus always emphasizes His Word over miracles. Where people believe the Word and
honor it, Jesus performs many wonders whether anyone recognizes them or not. But where
people don’t believe, few miracles take place. It’s not that the faith of believers somehow allows
Him to work wonders, but rather the rejection of Him and His Word proves to Him that they
don’t want His help.

It would’ve been great if Elijah and Elisha would’ve performed more miracles, but that’s not
why God sent them. They were sent to proclaim God’s Word. And it would’ve been fantastic if
Jesus would’ve performed more miracles, but that’s not why He came to earth in the flesh of a
man.

Christ Jesus came into our world not only with prophetic authority to speak for God, He came to
suffer and die for you on the cross to save you from your sins. He Himself is the fulfillment of all
prophecy — and He’ll bring it all to completion when He returns on the Last Day. In the
meantime, the body of Christ on earth does its best to carry out God’s will as we are able. As St



Paul writes in our epistle text, each of you is a member of the body of Christ. (cf: 1 Corinthians
12:12-31) You have a responsibility to the other parts of the Body.

If you’re not here, the rest of the Body has to limp along without you. If you’re absent, the rest of
the Body must compensate to make up for your absence. Each member has been given different
gifts, and all the members work together for the good of the Church and her mission of sharing
the Good News of Christ crucified for sinners and assisting your neighbor in every need.

It was Jesus’ habit to gather every Lord’s Day to hear the proclamation of God’s Word and it
should be your habit too! The preached Word of God and His Word applied to His sacraments
are His means of grace for salvation. They’re God’s effective means of salvation and for the
forgiveness of sins. (cf: Romans 1:16) The Lord continues to send forth His Word, and it will not
return to Him empty. (cf: Isaiah 55:11) And the place to receive His Word is right here in among
the other parts of the Body of Christ, in His Church.

Jesus performs a miracle every time we gather in His Name. Just because you cannot see the
miracle doesn’t cause it to cease being a miracle. He’s miraculously present in the proclamation
of His Word. To the spiritually poor and to those who acknowledge their moral bankruptcy, He
proclaims the Good News of salvation through faith in Him alone. To you who are in bondage of
guilt and shame, He miraculously sends the Holy Spirit to release you from the oppression of
your sin and transgression. He offers recovering of sight to the spiritually blind, so you might see
Him clearly as your Savior, whose forgiveness sets you free from fear and death. You are living
in the figurative year of the Lord’s favor, a new era salvation in Him. He is among you right here
in Word and Sacrament.

Today, this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing. It’s not by the power of the preacher who stands
before you delivering God’s Word. It’s by the power of the Holy Spirit working through the
efficacious Word of God because God’s Word does exactly what is says.

"12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,

piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and

discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)

Jesus didn’t heal everyone who was blind, deaf, and lame. His miracles are signs pointing to the
fact that He is the One and only Savior of the world. And in His miracles, the Lord has given you
a glimpse of heaven. If you are afflicted in mind or body — take heart. The Lord will heal you of
all your diseases on the Day of Resurrection — not just for a little while, but for eternity.

Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
Amen.



