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John 2:1 - 11
PURIFIED BY CHRIST.

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Oftentimes, many points can be drawn from our appointed Scripture text for the day. That is
especially true with our Gospel text this morning. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is at a wedding at
Cana in Galilee. Jesus is also there, and His disciples tag along.

Traditionally the wedding at Cana has been used to extol the virtue of chastity and marriage. By
His presence at the wedding Jesus is affirming God’s institution of marriage. He blesses this
marriage by His presence just as He blesses Christian weddings today, where witnesses gather
around God’s Word as bride and groom are united in the holy estate of marriage. Early Church
Father Augustine writes:

“For this reason the Lord was invited and came to the wedding, that conjugal

chastity might be given support and the mystery of marriages might be shown

Sforth.” (Weinrich, John 1:1-7:1, Concordia Commentary, 311)
But there’s more to the story than that.

Another point drawn from the story is regarding Mary. According to Jewish custom, the wedding
feast in those day typically lasted seven days. Many guests would stay the whole week to share
in the celebration. Running out of food or drink at a wedding celebration was a major social
blunder. Somehow Mary knew they had run out of wine, so in attempt to avert an embarrassment
to the bridal party, and a disaster among the guests, she goes to Jesus and says:

“They have no wine.” (John 2:3)

She apparently had not forgotten the sayings and prophecies concerning Jesus. She simply stated
the facts. She believed that He was able to help, and trusted that He would help. Seemingly
ignoring Jesus’ rebuke to her, she:

“... said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’” (John 2:5)

This shows Mary to be a model of faith for Christians, a role model for the Church. Her
statement is also a model for prayer, that whatever your need, simply call upon the Lord in
prayer expecting an answer. But there’s more to this story than that.

After rebuking His earthly mother, Jesus repairs the situation. He changes six jars of ordinary
water into extraordinary wine. The best wine. This shows proves that Jesus has the power of
God. Only God could do this. Jesus is the eternal Word who was in the beginning with God, and
through Him all things were made. (cf: John 1:1-3) As the Word become flesh, the Son of God



has the power of creation. The power to create premium wine out of ordinary water. And that
point is really important — but it’s not all. There’s still more to the story and to find it we need to
examine the details. St. John writes that:

“... there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification,

each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars

with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim.” (John 2:6-7)

Now John didn’t have to tell us those details. He could have simply said that there Jesus used
some large water jars to turn water into wine. But under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, John
tells us that these are not just any jars but six large stone water jars, each of them holding twenty
or thirty gallons. And Jesus has the servants fill each one of them all the way to the brim. This
emphasizes how super-abundant the gifts of Christ are. It’s how He does things. It’s always more
than you would ever ask for. Much more than you can ever imagine. Christ Jesus is rich in love
and mercy. From Him all who trust and believe receive grace upon grace. (cf: John 1:16) It’s His
abundant free gifts given to you, bought and paid for with His holy precious blood and His
innocent suffering death.

But there’s more to the water jars. John says that these six stone water jars are used for the
Jewish rites of purification. He didn’t need to mention that, but it’s significant. The Jews are
required by Law to observe various cleansings and washings so that they are ritually clean. In
the Bible the number seven is the number of perfection. The six jars — one short of the perfection
of the number ‘seven’ ... suggests that the Old Testament gift is to be perfected. The change of
the water into wine indicates that the purification of the Jews is being replaced by another,
different, yet greater purification. (cf: Weinrich, John 1:1-7:1, Concordia Commentary, 319)

Jesus performs an act of replacement and fulfillment. The stone jars are filled “to the brim,”
indicating that the time for the purification of the Jews is complete. There’s nothing more to be
added to it. The old Jewish rites of purification have passed away and now, they point ahead to
the new and only way of purification, which is through Jesus. Jesus fulfills what the old covenant
pointed ahead toward. He brings in the new wine of the new covenant in His blood. He gives His
own life into death for your purification... purification from your sin.

Sadly, there’re many people in the world who believe they neither need Jesus’ nor His
purification. But Scripture is clear:

“... all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."” (Romans 3:23)
You and me and all mankind are natural born enemies of God, and dead in our trespasses and
sins. (cf: Romans 5:10; Ephesians 2:1-2) You and I are sinners living in an evil and adulterous
generation. (cf: Matthew 12:39) We’re self-centered and chase after personal pleasure and
freedom from responsibility. There’s no better example of this than the fact that today is Sanctity
of Life Sunday. Scripture says that God formed your inward parts. He knitted you together in
your mother’s womb... and you are fearfully and wonderfully made. (cf: Psalm 139:13-14) For
those of you who have been in the delivery room and witnessed the birth of a child, seeing new
life come into the world gives a new appreciation of the magnificence of God’s creative power.

But we live in a world where personal priorities are king. Where personal choices take
precedence over God’s Word. We wish to choose what is most accommodating for us, while



disregarding what’s best for others. For the sake of convenience and choice, mothers kill their
babies, fathers abandon their children, and adults hurry to dump mom and dad into the nursing
homes, or worse yet, have them euthanized. And the government says it’s legal. In Canada they
call it “dying with dignity” and “medical assistance in dying.” (cf:
https://www.dyingwithdignity.ca/end-of-life-support/get-the-facts-on-maid/)

To God, every human life is precious, regardless of skin color, age, disability, or economic
status. Each and every life is a life that Jesus has suffered and died for. It’s a life that has been
purchased with His precious blood.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, you and I need the purification that only Christ Jesus can provide.
Your sins condemn you. You can’t wash them off on your own. There is no scrub brush or
cleansing agent in this world to make you clean before God. But there is a cleansing agent who
came from out of this world. That’s Christ Jesus.

In our text, Jesus told Mary:
“Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” (John
2:4)
His hour had not yet come in Cana, but that hour would come. And that is why Jesus was
incarnate and became man. To accomplish your cleansing and purification on Calvary’s cross.
After Jesus made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem at the end of His earthly ministry He said:
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified." (John 12:23)

“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this
hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. ** Father, glorify your
name.” Then a voice came from heaven: ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it
again.’” (John 12:27-28)

Jesus continues by saying:
"32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”
[St. John writes that] 33 He said this to show by what kind of death he was going
to die.” (John 12:32-33)

Being lifted from the earth, nailed to the cross, suffering and dying, is why Jesus came. It’s how
He was glorified. The wedding at Cana in Galilee was only the first of Jesus’ signs... the first of
His miracles that revealed Him as God’s own Son and manifested his glory. (cf: John 2:11)
Water turned to wine is the first sign pointing you to the glory of the cross where Jesus provides
all the purification the world will ever need, in super-abundance, through His holy blood.

In his first epistle letter St. John writes:
‘... the blood of Jesus [God’s] Son cleanses us from all sin. ® If we say we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. ° If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness."” (1 John 1:7-9)

So dear Christian, repent! Repent and confess all your sins to God. Repent and confess your sins

of self-centeredness, chasing after personal pleasure, and freedom from responsibility. Jesus has
forgiveness for that. If you have been involved in violating the sanctity of life in any way, shape,
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or form, Jesus has forgiveness for that. Repent and flee from your sins. You’re a baptized child
of God who had died to sin. How can you still live in it? (cf: Romans 6:2)

At first glimpse, it seemed silly that Jesus’ disciples tagged along to the wedding. Of course who
doesn’t like free food and drinks? Maybe they thought they’d pick up a date. But there’s yet
another point to be drawn from our text. The disciples were there for a reason. After seeing the
first of Jesus’ signs, turning water into wine, our text says:

“And his disciples believed in him." (John 2:11)

Later St. John writes:
""30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are
not written in this book; 3! but these are written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in
his name." (John 20:30-31)

Unfortunately, many who read and hear of Jesus miracles and signs resist the Holy Spirit. They
say that Jesus is only a prophet and magician. They say they don’t need a Savior to cleanse them
from unrighteousness. Yet while they were sinners, Christ died for them, and He died for you.
He’s always ready to forgive and forget, throwing sins as far away as the east is from the west.

And that’s what He does among us here in the holy ark of His Church today and whenever two
or three are gathered in His Name. (cf: Matthew 18:20) He comes to you in the words of the
Absolution to forgive your sins in the name of the Father, and of the *I+ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. He comes to you in your baptismal promises, bringing you forgiveness of sins, life, and
salvation. He comes to you in His preached Word. (cf: Romans 10:17) By His Word He gives
faith and forgiveness to all who hear and believe. He comes to you in His Holy Supper in His
Body and Blood, to purify you, for the strengthening of your faith, and to preserve you in the one
true faith unto life everlasting. He comes to you with grace upon grace, His purification and
promise of everlasting life, bought and paid for by the precious blood of the Lamb of God who
came to take away the sin of the world. (cf: John 1:29)

Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
Amen.



