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Luke 2:40-52 (Ephesians 1:3—14)

JESUS IS ABOUT THE FATHER’S BUSINESS.

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The only glimpse into Jesus’s life between His forty-day-old presentation at the temple and His
Baptism in the Jordan River some thirty years later is found in our Gospel text this morning. (cf:
Luke 2:22-39, 3:21-23) Thirteen verses is all we have. Well... technically it’s only twelve
verses. The first verse of our text was the last verse of last week’s Gospel text. After Mary and
Joseph had performed everything for Mary’s forty-day purification and Jesus’ forty-day
presentation at the temple in Jerusalem according to the Law, they returned to their own town of
Nazareth, where St. Luke says:

“... the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God

was upon him." (Luke 2:40)

In our text we hear the first words spoken by Jesus that are recorded in Scripture. In just a few
words, Jesus speaks about who He is as the Son of God and what He must do. Our text also
shows us how God deals with His people in mysterious ways, in blessing and mercy — but also
by allowing suffering and tribulation.

Consider the pious virgin Mary, the mother of our Lord. Blessed was she among women as
God’s chosen vessel in whom He knitted the Christ Child together in human flesh. (cf: Luke
1:42) If there was one person who deserved just a little more of God’s grace... a little more
favor... and a little less sorrow... wouldn’t it be mother of our Lord?

But no. During her pregnancy she was likely the target of idle gossip and shame because of what
was perceived as an illegitimate conception. From her womb would come forth the promised
Messiah... the King of creation. But childbirth wouldn’t be in majesty among friends in
Nazareth — but humiliating circumstances in a stable in Bethlehem where she would lay her child
in a manger.

Following a visit from Magi, the holy family would have to flee even further from home to
Egypt to spare the Child’s life from Herod’s sword. (cf: Matthew 2:7—14) There Mary would live
among foreigners, in anxiety knowing that the king of Israel wishes her Son dead. After Herod’s
death, an angel of the Lord told Joseph to take the child and his mother to the land of Israel. (cf:
Matthew 2:19-23) But when Joseph heard that Archelaus, the son of Herod, was the new king,
he took Mary and Child to Nazareth.



If you were to ask Mary, the one whom all generations would call blessed, (cf: Luke 1:48) to
count her blessings and name them one by one — she would likely say that she was anything but
blessed: no friends or family to confide in, no one to give assistance or respite. Without a doubt
she had much more misery which is not recorded in the Bible. For almost thirty years, all we
have are today’s twelve Gospel verses.

In our lesson, the twelve-year-old Jesus goes along with His parents on their annual pilgrimage
to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Passover. The Passover was first instituted by God at
Israel’s exodus from Egypt and was to be celebrated annually as a reminder of God’s covenantal
promises to them — and His rich power and mercy by delivering His people out of bondage in
Egypt from Pharaoh and the Egyptians during the days of Moses.

God had afflicted Pharaoh with nine different plagues, but Pharaoh repeatedly refused to let
God’s people go. So God sent a tenth and final plague which would be the death of all the
firstborn males in all the land. For an Israelite household to be spared, they were to take a
spotless lamb under a year old, kill it, and spread the blood on the door posts and lintel of their
home. (cf: Exodus 12:1-20) Later that night, when the Lord came through the land to kill the
firstborn, the blood would be a sign. When the Lord saw the blood, He would pass over the home
and spare son inside because of the sacrificial blood of the lamb.

Scripture helps us understand that this annual Passover meal isn’t only about the remembrance of
that night in Egypt. The Passover points ahead to Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world. He comes as our Passover Lamb, shedding His blood on Calvary’s
cross for the forgiveness of sins... so that the Lord will pass over the transgressions of all who
trust and believe in Him for rescue from the bondage of sin and death... and deliver them into
eternal life.

Mary and Joseph were given the responsibility and duty of raising God’s own Son in the faith,
seeing to it that He was trained in all of God’s Law. So according to their custom they took the
Boy to Jerusalem for Passover. When the Feast had ended and the family headed home,
unbeknownst to Mary and Joseph, Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem where He hung out in the
temple discussing theology with the teachers. (cf: Luke 2:46) All who heard Him were amazed at
his understanding and His answers. (cf: Luke 2:47)

When Mary and Joseph finally discover the Child is missing, it’s every parent’s worst nightmare.
Is the Child just simply lost, or has He been kidnapped or killed? After all Mary had already
suffered, the Child that God had entrusted to her to bring into the world and nurture into
adulthood in the faith is gone. Was it her fault? Had she been negligent, or had God decided that
she was unworthy to watch over the Child and taken Him away?

In God the Father’s hidden wisdom, He allows Mary to be stripped of all happiness and joy, even
to the point of despair. The greatest joy of Mary, that she was the mother of this Child, has
become the cause of her greatest sorrow. Upon finding the Child, just as any parent would —
Mary questions the Boy. You can feel Mary’s anguish when she says:

“Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been

searching for you in great distress.” (Luke 2:48)



He dumbfounds His mother by calmly replying:
“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49)
Some translations say “...about my Father’s business.” (KJV)

Mary and Joseph didn’t understand. Neither would’ve you and 1. (cf: Luke 2:50-51) Jesus was
filled with wisdom and the favor of God was upon Him. Even at the young age of twelve, Jesus
knew that He was not just the son of Mary. He is the Son of God. Early on, He knew that He was
on this earth for a greater purpose. He had a divine mission to fulfill. It was necessary that He
was about His Father’s business of saving all mankind. The spotless Passover Lamb of God was
born in the flesh of man to be about the Father’s business of saving mankind from their sins.

He came to do the will of the Father: keeping the moral, ceremonial, and civil Law perfectly,
because you cannot. He would suffer temptations from the devil, trials and tribulation at the
hands of the religious leaders wished to kill Him. He was mocked by the crowds. His own
disciples abandoned Him. The Passover Lamb of God would be sacrificed and shed His blood on
the altar of the cross — all the while His heavenly Father would turn His back on Him. Yet,
approving of His Son’s handling of His business... His work of salvation... three days later the
Father would raise Him from the grave, indicating the promise of your resurrection from the
grave on the Last Day.

The twelve-year-old future Savior of the world sat in the temple among the teachers doing the

business of the Father. And after attending to the will of the Father in the temple, He next

submitted to the authority of His earthly parents and returned to Nazareth with them where:
“... [He] increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.”
(Luke 2:52)

Our Gospel lesson illustrates how you might find consolation and strength when your road is
dark and you suffer anxiety, grief, and sorrow. You might think that if there was one person who
should’ve received just a little more grace and a little less sorrow, wouldn’t it be mother of our
Lord? But no. Our heavenly Father allowed Mary to face suffering and sorrow so that she would
not depend on herself, or Joseph, but fix her eyes on God the Father in faith, trusting in Him
alone, through all her tribulation:
e humbly giving birth in a stable,
o fleeing Herod to protect the Child’s life,
e seemingly losing the Boy in Jerusalem,
e protecting the Child’s life so that one day, He could return to Jerusalem where she would
watch with great horror as Jesus would hand Himself over to death on the cross, to save
the lives of you and all mankind.

The twelve-year-old Jesus’ response to Mary is His promise to you today. He’s saying: “There’s
no need for you to be anxious in your suffering because I'm about my Father’s business... taking
care of all of your business in your stead.” At all times — and most especially those times when
God is allowing you to suffer sorrow, trails, and tribulations, Jesus is still about the Father’s
business right where He has always promised to be, right here in His Father’s house.



It may be the pastor standing at the font but it’s Christ who is doing the Baptizing. It may be the
pastor who stands before you in the lectern, the pulpit, or in the words of Absolution, but it’s
Christ who speaks through the pastor’s voice. It might look like you receive simple bread and
wine but you have Jesus’ promise that it is His very body and blood given and shed for you.

These are the most beautiful and precious gifts you never would’ve desired or asked for, the
undeserved grace and mercy from your Father in heaven. You didn’t choose God. He chose you.
(cf: John 15:16) Even from before the foundation of the world, your heavenly Father chose you
for adoption in Jesus Christ to be His child. (cf: Ephesians 1:4—5) While you were still a sinner
and enemy of God, Christ died for you. (cf: Romans 5:8-10) He called you to faith through the
proclamation of His Gospel and sealed you, marking you as His own in Holy Baptism, pouring
out His love by the Holy Spirit, promising you forgiveness and the inheritance of eternal life.
(Ephesians 1:13—14) By faith you possess it right now in the present and you’ll acquire full
possession of it in the future at Christ’s return when He raises your body from the grave.

Until the then, take up your cross and follow Jesus. Mary, the mother of our Lord suffered
greatly... and you will too. Apart from Christ Jesus, you’re ill-equipped to withstand the assaults
of the devil, the world, and the sinful flesh. However, Jesus is about the Father’s business and
comes to you in Word and Sacrament in which the Holy Spirit strengthens and sustains your
faith until that future day when you acquire His eternal inheritance.

When your road is dark and filled with trials and tribulations, take comfort and do not despair,
for you know that that the virgin Mary and other saints have also suffered. You can follow their
example... waiting patiently for the Lord, knowing that Jesus is about the Father’s business...
granting you His gracious gifts of faith, forgiveness of sins, and eternal life. He’s about the
Father’s business in rescuing you from the devil, the world, and your sinful flesh. As St. Paul
says:

"7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, ® which he lavished upon us, in

all wisdom and insight ®* making known to us the mystery of his will, according

to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ '° as a plan for the fullness of time,

to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth." (Ephesians

1:7-10)

Christ Jesus has accomplished your salvation by redeeming you by His precious blood shed and

His innocent suffering and death on the cross. He forgives your sins even as the Holy Spirit, who
brought you to faith, strengthens you in your joys and sorrows, and grants you a sure and certain
hope of an eternal future with Him in His Kingdom which has no end.

Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
Amen.






