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Mark 13:24-37 (Isaiah 51:4-6; Jude 20-25)
STAY AWAKE!

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Stay awake! Yes, stay awake! Not because your sleeping is a distraction to others during the
sermon. Stay awake because in our Gospel text this morning Jesus exhorts us to stay awake! “Be
alert; keep watch!” (BDAG 16, 208)

Today is the Last Sunday of the Church Year. Our Scripture readings this morning remind us
that Judgment Day is coming soon, so stay awake! Keep watch! The time is coming when you
and me and all mankind will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and
glory. Christ is coming again to gather His elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth
to the ends of heaven. The One who created the world, who redeemed, and restored the world by
His death and resurrection, is coming back, as you just confessed in the Creed, to judge both the
living and the dead.

It’s been two thousand years since Jesus promised to return. This has led some to doubt that He
will ever return. Some have given up and lost faith in Christ and His return. Many others just
don’t care. But Holy Scripture clearly teaches us that the very same Jesus of Nazareth, the
Incarnate Son of God who carried out a public three-year ministry, was crucified on a cross to
pay the sins of all mankind, was bodily raised from the dead, who visibly ascended into heaven,
and is exalted at the right hand of God the Father and will indeed, one day, return visibly and
bodily. So stay awake! Keep watch! You don’t know when your Lord and Master will come.
Everything has been determined... the year... the day... right down to the exact second. And
while that moment is known to God alone, no one should be surprised when Christ returns.

In our text this morning, Jesus puts it all into perspective. The heavens, the earth, and everything
on it is temporary. As God spoke through His prophet Isaiah:

“... the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and

they who dwell in it will die in like manner...” (Isaiah 51:6)

The heaven’s days are numbered. The earth’s days are numbered. Your days and mine are all
numbered. Everywhere you look, you’re reminded that this world is temporary. Machines quit.
Cars break down. Homes fall apart and need to be remodeled and rebuilt. People suffer from
gray hairs and no hairs, arthritic knees, and sore muscles. Body joints and organs wear out. It’s
only a matter of time until it happens to you.



Our Gospel text takes place on the Tuesday of Holy Week. In just two days Jesus will celebrate
His last Passover with His disciples Jesus. In just three days Jesus will offer Himself as the
Passover Lamb of God slain on the altar of the cross. In the verses before our text, as Jesus and
His disciples left the temple, the disciples marveled at the grandeur of the temple and the
massive, beautiful stones from which it was built. It was a magnificent architectural
achievement. The Jews took great pride in it. The temple was the central place of worship for
Jews to bring their sacrifices and offer prayers to God. It was where God made His dwelling
place among His people.

As Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, He took the opportunity to teach His
disciples about the End Times. He would foretell the destruction of the Temple and fall of
Jerusalem which would happen in the year 70 AD, but that event would only be the beginning of
the birth pains. There will be wars and rumors of wars, nation against nation, earthquakes and
famines. (cf: Mark 13:8) Parents will turn against their children and children against their parent
because of their confession of Christ. (cf: Mark 13:12) People will be hated and delivered over to
death for the sake of their Christian faith. The birth pains are not the end but a warning to all to
stay awake, be alert, keep watch.

Ever since ancient times, mankind has been obsessed with the end of the world. Jesus’ disciples
were no different. They wanted to know when the end would come. Ever since Jesus’ teaching
on the End Times, theologians, scholars, scientists, and laymen have been attempting to pin-
point the exact day. To the unbelieving world, the end of the world as we know it will happen
because of climate change or nuclear war. But for all who’re in Christ, Judgment Day and the
end of the world are the fulfillment of the promises of God centered in Christ Jesus. It’s not a day
to fear or dread but it’s a joyous day to long for. Scripture tells us that in the twinkling of an eye,
all people be gathered before the judgment seat of Christ, including those who have died, their
bodies raised to rejoin their souls. (cf: 1 Corinthians 15:51-53; 2 Corinthians 5:10)

Jesus wants you and me to stay awake, be on guard, to keep watching for Him to come at any
time. To emphasize the importance of being on guard, He gives us this illustration:

“It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants

in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake.”

(Mark 13:34)

In the illustration Jesus is the “man going on a journey,” the Christian Church is the “house,” and
all who trust and believe in Christ are the “servants” and the “doorkeeper.” The first point Jesus
makes with this illustration is that we in the Church are to be about our work as Christians — that
is — serving and loving your neighbor, and bringing the Gospel to people who do not yet know
Christ as Savior and Lord. Secondly, Jesus says to “be on guard and stay awake” for his return
at any moment.

The first-century Christians believed Jesus would return in their lifetime. They lived in that hope
and expectation. They kept waiting and watching and longing for His appearing. The message to
us today is the same as it was to those first century believers: you don’t know when He’ll return,
so always be on guard. Keep ready. St. Luke records Jesus saying:



"34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation

and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly
like a trap.” (Luke 21:34)

The Christian life is a long journey full of trouble every day precisely because we are Christians
It’s a long hard journey filled with bumps, potholes, and detours. Your journey to heaven isn’t
just those last fleeting moments on your death bed between when you take your last breath and
then enter heaven. Your journey began when you came to faith either in the hearing of the
Gospel of Christ Jesus or when you were baptized. (cf: Acts 2:38; Romans 10:17) In the washing
of the water and the Word, God gave you faith and the Holy Spirit And ever since that moment,
you don’t walk this journey of trouble alone. Jesus walks with you as you watch and wait. You
don’t have to live like the unbelieving world. You’re a new creation in Christ. In Baptism you
died to sin, and were united to Jesus’ death. Just as sure as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, unless Jesus returns real soon, you too will be raised into newness of life on
the Last Day. (cf: Romans 6:2-5)

The time is short, so stay awake, be on guard, and keep watching. How exactly do you stay
awake and keep watching? A great place to always begin is in repentance. In his epistle letter St.
Jude is writing to Christians just like you and me, calling us to repentance: repentance for failure
to build our faith, repentance for our failure to live virtuous Christian lives, and repentance for
our failure to try to bring back those straying from the faith. God’s Word tells us:

" If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to

cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (1 John 1:9)

Repent and receive the Absolution: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Jude exhorts you to live a life worthy of your calling as a child of God, writing:
“... beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the
Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.” (Jude 20-21)

Living a virtuous life of good works and deeds won’t add a thing toward your salvation. Jesus
doesn’t need them. He has already paid the price. But your neighbor does need your virtuous life,
your works, and deeds. Your unbelieving neighbor desperately needs to hear the Gospel. The
time is short. Armed with the power of the holy Spirit, the time for holy living is right now,
bearing witness in your vocation whether you are a brother or sister, a mom or dad, or an
employer or employee. As St. Jude reminds us, we all have opportunities for holy living and
sharing the Gospel:

“... hav[ing] mercy on those who doubt... snatching [others] out of the fire;

[and] to others show[ing] mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by

the flesh.” (Jude 22-23)
... which is unrepented sin.

The Holy Spirit will empower you to make faithful confession of Christ before those who hate
and punish you, and who persecute and potentially and martyr you because of your faith. (cf:



Mark 13:11) You can endure to the end because Christ Jesus lived for you, suffered and died for
you, and rose from the grave for you. (cf: Mark 13:13) God has given you His Word. As Jesus
says:

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” (Mark

13:31)
God’s Word is eternal. It was in the beginning and is the very Word with which God spoke
everything into existence. When all creation has passed away, God’s Word will still be there and
will be just as powerful as it was on the first day of creation. God has caused all Holy Scriptures
to be written for your learning, so that when you hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly
digest them, faith grows in Christ and increases your vigilance and helps you to stay awake, be
on guard, and keep watching for our Lord’s return on the Last Day.

Jesus has also given you His Body and Blood, given and shed for you on the altar of the cross, so
that by partaking in His Body and Blood, you receive the forgiveness of sins and the promise of
everlasting life. The Body and Blood strengthens you in body and soul and also helps to keep
you to be watchful and awake.

The time is short. Stay awake, be on guard, and keep watching for
“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our
Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and
authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” (Jude 24-25)

Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understand, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
Amen.



